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1.
INTRODUCTION

The Need for Understanding of the Times

In this series we have seen how the seven churches of Asia represent the seven Church
Ages, starting with Ephesus and ending in our day, the age of Laodicea.

The dire condition of the church of the Laodiceans is a prophetic foreview of the condition of
the last day Church just before the Coming of the Lord. The blackness of this age is nearly
complete. As Christ patiently stands at the door and knocks, the only light is that produced
by the bride of Christ.

We certainly need understanding of the times!
The Bible says: "Where there is no vision the people perish" (Pro 29.18).

The word 'vision' has a more precise meaning than in modern English. It means a
prophetically-inspired vision. The need is not simply for an envisioned sense of purpose.
That purpose must be the revealed prophetic mind of God for the day.

It is essential to know it. It is not enough merely to be active in religious work. Like Paul, we
must be able to say, "l was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision" (Acts 26:19).

Jesus upbraided the Pharisees for their ignorance of their day of visitation,

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he
would shew them a sign from heaven. He answered and said unto them, When it is
evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It will be
foul weather today: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypaocrites, ye can discern the
face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? (Mt 16.1-3)

How different were the men of Israel in the times of David from these learned theologians.

After entering the Promised Land, Israel went through a period when, "The Word of the Lord
was precious (i.e. rare)... there was no open (i.e. public) vision" (1 Sam 3.1). (A comparable
situation, at a different time, is described in Psalm 74.7, "We see not our signs: there is no
more any prophet neither is there among us any that knoweth how long".)

Then God raised up David, a man after His own heart who would do all His will (Acts 13:22).
Being a prophet, he knew the mind of the Spirit. In every area, whether personal, religious,
military or political, he sought to be directed by revelation and not by natural wisdom.

While in exile, before coming to the throne, David was approached by certain of the children
of Judah and Benjamin. Now Benjamin was the tribe of king Saul who wanted to murder
him. David, therefore, was understandably cautious. But they did not come for political or
military reasons. They came by Spiritual revelation, because he was the man God had
prophetically chosen. “Then the spirit came upon Amasai... and he said, Thine are we,
David, and on thy side... for thy God helpeth thee.” (1 Chr 12.16-18).

Later, David was joined by others motivated by the same prophetic word. They came, “to
turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the LORD” (1 Chr 12.23). Like
the children of Issachar, they "had understanding of the times to know what Israel ought to
do" (1 Chr 12.32).



Blessed combination: an anointed leader with a prophetic vision of God'’s calling and an
anointed people with understanding of the times.

We too need a Spiritual understanding of our times and to recognise our day. We need
faithful and wise stewards who give “meat in due season” (Mt 24.45-46; Lk 12.42-43).
Yesterday’s manna was nourishing and filling in its day. But it is no use for today. It has lost
its savour and its life-giving qualities. It is decayed, stinking and breeding worms.

It is all very well acknowledging what God has done in the past and those He used. But what
if we had been living at that time?

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because ye build the tombs of the
prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, If we had been in the
days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets. (Mt 23.29-30)

So, there are two key questions to enable us to properly understand our times: What is the
Spirit saying to this final Laodicea Church Age? Through whom is He saying it?

We have looked at the message to the last Church Age. Let us now look at the messenger.

This will involve a close look at the life and ministry of Elijah and those of his Spirit.



2.
THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH BEFORE THE FIRST COMING

God use the Spirit of Elijah to direct His people at times of spiritual confusion and chaos,
when the people have strayed from the divine order, to correct false teaching and lead the
people back to God.

Let us see it at work in the messenger sent to forerun the 1 Coming, John the Baptist, the
last voice of the Spirit to the Jewish age. It throws much light on what to expect before the
2"Y Coming and it parallels closely.

The Man

What kind of man was John?

Not Materialistic
He was totally separate from the world.

e He touched not wine or strong drink (Lk 1.15). Why? Although not specifically
stated, it points to a Nazarite vow of a period of total separation to the Lord, in his
case for the whole of his life (Nu 6.3).

e From an early age, he lived in the barren wilderness of Judea until the time of his
manifestation to Israel (Lk 1.80). Why? To be kept far from the words and ideas of
men, even religious men, having his ears open only to one Voice.

There was certainly no danger of John being choked by the cares, pleasures and riches of
this life (Lk 8.14).

o His garments were very different from those worn by the refined upper classes (Mt
11.8). They were coarse and rough, of camel skin hair (Mt 3.4; Mk 1.6).

¢ His food was very basic, consisting of honey and locusts, not even including bread,
the normal food of the common man (Mt 3.4; 11.18; Lk 7.33).

How unlike the covetous and materialistic religious leaders of his day!

e Jesus upbraided them for devouring widows’ houses (Lk 20.47).

¢ He twice overthrew their tables and cast them out of the temple, accusing them of
being a den of thieves and turning the house of God into a place of merchandise (Jn
2.14-16; Lk 19.45-46).

(It has been so throughout all ages. At the end of the Jewish kingdom, for example, both
prophets and priests were given over to covetousness (Jer 6.13; 8.10; Ezk 22.25; Mi 3.11).)

How different was the man with the Spirit of Elijah sent to forerun the 1t Coming. No
prosperity gospel here!

No Fear of Man or Respect of Persons

John did not water down his message for any, not even the highest political or religious
figures. He had the Word of the Lord. His burden was to deliver the message he had been
entrusted with, not to get a big congregation or a large offering.

o Religious leaders were lambasted as the offspring of vipers, the seed of serpents,
and bluntly called to repent and flee from the wrath to come (Mt 3.7-10).



e The political ruler, Herod, was a very cruel man. Yet he was rebuked to his face for
disobedience to the Word (Mt 14.3-4). In fact, despite his fearsome reputation, John’s
boldness was such that it was he who feared John, and not vice versa (Mk 6.17-20).

Even hardened and often brutal soldiers cried out in repentance under John’s piercing and
fervent preaching (Lk 3.14).

He knew no compromise. He was not concerned about the next annual church vote. As
Jesus said, John was certainly no reed shaken by the wind (Mt 11.7).

Most important of all, he was a man of the Word and the Spirit.

A Man of the Word

Although the son of a priest, John was far from a typical member of the religious
establishment.

He is not said to have ever attended the temple or any synagogue or religious training
school. Like Paul (Gal 1.1, 11-12), John was not taught by man nor did he receive his
message from man. Living in the wilderness from his early years, he there heard the Voice
of the Lord, “the word of God came to John in the wilderness” (Lk 3.2). He was, indeed,

e A man sent from God (Jn 1.6), not by the Sanhedrin or a missionary board.
e A man with a message from God. The Word of the Lord came directly to John. He
did not simply preach sermons. He was the Lord’s messenger (Mal 3.1).

During his time in the wilderness the Lord,

e Taught him who he was Scripturally and what he was to preach (Jn 1.22-23 + Isa
40.3; Jn 3.28 + Mal 3.1).

e Revealed he would see the coming Messiah, and how to recognise Him (Jn 1.32-33).

¢ Instructed him to baptise unto repentance (Jn 1.33), something never done before.

He was far more than a preacher, or even than a prophet.

e He was a voice crying out not only in the physical wilderness but the spiritual
wilderness of his day (Isa 40.3). He not only heard the Voice, but he spoke the
Voice. Like a trumpet, he proclaimed his message loud and clear.

o Even more, his father prophesied he would be not only a voice but a prophet of the
Highest (Lk 1.76).

e Furthermore, Jesus said John was more than a prophet (Mt 11.19), in fact much
more than a prophet (Lk 7.26). Indeed, there was no greater prophet than John
(Lk 7.28).

Truly John was a man of the Word. But he was also a man of the Spirit.

A Man of the Spirit
Through all his life John was full of and led by the Spirit.

e From his mother’s womb he was filled with the Spirit (Lk 1.15).
e As he grew up, he was raised by parents who were both full of the Spirit (Lk 1.41,
67). The hand of the Lord was with him and he grew strong in spirit (Lk 1.62, 80).



In Particular, of the Spirit of Elijah

When the angel described John’s future ministry, he said that not only would he be full of the
Spirit, but that he would come in the Spirit of Elijah (Lk 1.17).

What did that mean? That his manner, message and ministry would resemble that of Elijah.
To explain more clearly, consider Elijah and Elisha.

When the time came for Elijah to be taken, Elisha desired to inherit the Spirit that was on
Elijah (2 K 2.9). His wish was granted. When the sons of the prophets saw Elisha returning
from the Jordan after Elijah was taken, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha (2 K
2.15). Why? Because when he took up the fallen mantle of Elijah, he did the same works as
Elijah. When he smote the waters of the Jordan with the mantle, saying, Where is the Lord
God of Elijah? (2 K 2.12-14), they parted just as when Elijah smote them (2 K 2.8).

(For a similar situation, consider Moses and Joshua (Dt 34.9; Jos 3.13-17 + Ex 14.16, 21).)

The fact that John came in the Spirit of Elijah was also reflected in personal characteristics
and circumstances he shared with Elijah.

o Both were fearless before the political and religious leaders of the day.

e Both incurred the murderous hatred of the ungodly wives of the political leaders (1 K
19.1-2; Mt 14.3,8).

e Both were rejected by the religious establishment of the day.

e Both even wore similar clothing. When it says Elijah was “a hairy man” (2 K 1.8), this
does not mean he was unshaven but that he wore a garment of haircloth, like John.

The likeness does not end there. It is also seen in the similarity of the message both men
proclaimed. We shall look more closely at this shortly.

In Short, a Burning & a Shining Light

No wonder, then, that Jesus said this Spirit-filled man, guided by the revelation and having
the Word of the Lord, was a beacon, “a burning and a shining light” (Jn 5.35).

A light is only needed in darkness, and at that time the people truly sat in darkness (Isa 9.2;
Lk 1.79). It was not a darkness of religious inactivity. In addition to the many synagogues
and meticulous adherence to the Mosaic temple rituals, there was even much talk of the
nearness of the Lord’s coming. It was not a darkness of a famine of preaching but of the
prophetic Word of the Lord (Ps 74.9; Pro 29.18; Am 8.11-12).

Like David of old (2 S 21.17), the forerunner of the 15t Coming was a light to Israel. What
was that light? It was the Word of the Lord bringing the Voice of the Spirit, in particular the
Spirit of Elijah, to those with ears to hear.

We have looked at the messenger. Let us now look at his Spirit-given message.

The Message

a) The Purpose of the Message

Why was John sent? What was the purpose of his message? To prepare the way for his
soon-coming Lord and the people to receive Him. To prepare the 15 Coming Jewish bride.



To Prepare the Way

In Bible days, a herald or forerunner was sent ahead to prepare the way for a coming
dignitary by removing all hindrances. He would cut down any trees blocking the road,
remove all rubbish and boulders, and level and straighten roads, smoothing rough parts and
constructing causeways over valleys and marshes.

So it was spiritually with the ministry of John.

o Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before
thee (Mk 1.2).
¢ thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways (Lk 1.76).

Why was this necessary? Because there was so much religious rubbish to be cleared away,
S0 many hindrances, so many traditions.

These obstacles were so great the Bible likened them to mountains. But John’s God-given
ministry was to bring low every mountain and every hill (Lk 3.4-5). How? By his Spirit-given
and Spirit-anointed message. By the Spirit of Elijah.

Another illustration of overcoming mountains is found in Zechariah. The Jewish exiles had
returned from Babylon to rebuild the house of God, but there were great hindrances.
Zechariah triumphantly prophesied that nonetheless the Lord would bring the work to
completion. They would overcome the huge obstacle before them.

Who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain (Zech 4.7).
How would this be?
Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts (Zech 4.6).

The returned remnant overcame and built the house with the help of Zechariah and Haggai
(Ez 5.1-2). What kind of help? Not manual but spiritual, the Spirit of their prophecies.

So it was with John. He overcame mountains by the prophetic Word and the Spirit of Elijah.

To Prepare a People

In addition to preparing the path, the Bible herald also prepared the people to be ready to
receive the coming dignitary. Likewise, John also prepared the people for His coming Lord.

he shall go before him...to make ready a people prepared for the Lord (Lk 1.17).

How? By the Word he proclaimed and by the Spirit of Elijah.

To Prepare a Bride

In preparing the people, John was in fact preparing a bride. He compared himself to a friend
of a bridegroom (Jn 3.29). This is the man who assists in negotiating the match and bringing
together the two parties to a wedding. The Bridegroom was Jesus, and the bride those who
heeded John’s God-given message.

The message and ministry of John at the end of the Jewish age was to prepare a bride for
the 1% Coming of the heavenly Bridegroom. He was to ensure that,

e Her garments were clean. They must not be defiled (Rev 3.4), or spotted by the
flesh (Ju 23).



o She herself was clean. How? In exactly the same way Paul prepared the New
Testament Church bride. She was washed, purified and made clean by the Word and
by the Spirit (Eph 5.25-26; 1 Cor 6.11; 1 P 1.22).

In fact, as we shall see, John prepared the 1t Coming bride in exactly the same way as the
2" Coming bride, by the prophetic Word and by the Spirit of Elijah.

b) The Content of the Message

Let us now look at the content of John’s message to see how that was achieved.

The Time is at Hand

John proclaimed earnestly the lateness of the hour. Urgency was essential. There was no
time to waste. Time was very short. The One he was sent to introduce was right behind him
(Mt 3.11).

In those days came John... saying... the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Mt 3.1-2).

His earnest preaching certainly provoked great urgency and even desperation.

the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? ... Then came also publicans ...
and said unto him, Master, what shall we do? ... the soldiers likewise demanded of him,
saying, And what shall we do? (Lk 3.10, 12, 14)

from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,
and the violent take it by force (Mt 11.12).

The Husbandman is at Hand

To illustrate the need for urgency and the solemn consequences of unpreparedness, John
used terms very familiar to his hearers. The divine Husbandman was right behind him seeking
the fruits of the end time harvest. But the unfruitful and the chaff were destined for the fire.

Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance... the ax is laid unto the root of the
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire... he that cometh after me is mightier than I... whose fan is in his hand, and
he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up
the chaff with the unquenchable fire (Mt 3.8, 10-12).

Repent!
John’s core message was, “Repent!” (Acts 13.24)

The thing most associated with John is baptising. His baptism of repentance was an outward
token of acceptance of his message (Mk 1.4). Although it was his words which cleansed the
hearts of John’s hearers, not the water, (cp “the washing of water by the Word” (Eph

5.26)), the water symbolised purification and the washing away of defilement (e.g. Lev 14.8).

Even his very camel’s hair clothing symbolised his message. Sackcloth, a coarse material
usually made from animals’ hair, was a common symbol of repentance (Jon 3.6; Mt 11.21).

Why was repentance so important? Because it was the core of how to prepare for the soon
coming of the Lord.

In those days came John the Baptist... saying, Repent ye... For this is he that was
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying... Prepare ye the way of the Lord (Mt 3.1-3).



How did repentance prepare his hearers? Because of what the word means. Literally, it
signifies, “to change the mind, think differently”. And this is precisely what the angel said his
ministry would be. He would, “turn the hearts” (Lk 1.17).

Why was this central to John’s message? Because the mind of the Jews of that day,
religious as much as irreligious, was not on what it should be. It was set on the traditions of
the elders rather than the Word of God (Mk 7.3-13).

The message of John, by the Spirit of Elijah, was designed to change their mind, to shake
them out of their current mindset, their present way of thinking. They needed to be renewed
by the Holy Ghost in the spirit of their mind, to have the mind of Christ, the Word.

This ministry of changing the mind and turning the heart underlines the fundamental oneness
of the ministries of John and Elijah. It was attested to by the angel when he said John would
turn the hearts, referring to the prophecy in Malachi 4.5-6 of the ministry of the coming Elijah.

John, of course, was not the literal Elijah. Although Jesus said John was Elijah (Mt 11.14),
John himself said he was not (Jn 1.19-21). How do we explain this seeming discrepancy? In
the words of the angel that John would come in the Spirit of Elijah (Lk 1.17). He was not
Elijah in the flesh but, like Elisha, he had the same Spirit which was upon Elijah.

Having the same Spirit explains the similarity between their two ministries. It is reflected in the
similarity of the message proclaimed and in shared personal characteristics and experiences.

There was, however, one significant difference between Elijah and John. Whilst both turned
the hearts of Israel, Elijah turned them back but John turned them forward.

e At the showdown on Mt Carmel, Elijah restored the broken altar of the Lord (1 K
18.30). The altar symbolised acknowledgement of sin, repentance and rededication.
He turned the hearts of the people back to the original faith of Moses (1 K 18.37).

e John’s message of repentance likewise led to a rebuilding of the broken altar in the
hearts of his hearers. Just as with the literal Elijah, so the Spirit of Elijah in John
turned the hearts of many of the children of Israel to the Lord before the 1%t Coming
(Lk 1.16). But there was a significant difference. John turned, ‘the hearts of the
fathers to the children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just” (Lk 1.17; Mal
4.5). In other words, he turned the disobedient fathers of Israel forward to the
wisdom of a new generation, from the old dispensation to the new, from the old wine
to the new wine, from the Law to Christ.)

To sum up, both Elijah and John prepared Israel for the Lord by turning their hearts. How?
By the prophetic Word and by the Spirit of Elijah.

His Last Days

What was the conclusion of the ministry of this God-sent prophet with the Word of the Lord
and the Spirit of Elijah sent to herald and prepare for the 15 Coming?

From a worldly perspective, his last days hardly seemed a resounding success.

e Although the people considered him a prophet, even wondering if he were the
Messiah (Mt 21.26; Lk 3.15), the religious authorities did not believe him, rejected his



message and said he was demon possessed (Mt 11.18; 21.23-27; Mk 11.30-31; Lk
7.29-30,33).

Through the schemings of his evil wife, the political ruler had him locked away in an
isolated fortress and ultimately beheaded (Mt 14.1-12; Lk 3.19-20).

But what does the Word say?

Even when in prison his Anointing was such that the king still feared him. His words
still carried great authority (Mk 6.20).

Shortly before his execution, despite his faith going through a fiery trial, the testimony
of Jesus was glowing. He said John was more than a prophet. In fact, there was

none greater (Mt 11.7-11). He was a burning and shining light (Jn 5.35).

To the unspiritual eye, John’s life was cut short, in more ways than one. But what does
the Word say? He fulfilled his course (Acts 13.25). He did not simply end his life, but
he completed his course. He accomplished the full divine purpose. Just like His
Master (Jn 17.4). Just like Paul (2 Tim 4.7).

Though rejected by the religious establishment, John had prepared an acceptable bride for
His Master at His 1%* Coming. How? By turning her heart to embrace his God-given
prophetic Word delivered in the Spirit of Elijah.

Let us now look at how that same Spirit of Elijah once again turns the hearts of the people
before the 2" Coming.



3.
THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH BEFORE THE SECOND COMING

So far, we have seen three manifestations of the Spirit of Elijah seeking to prepare the
people by turning the hearts: Elijah and Elisha in the days of the kings, and John the Baptist
before the 2" Coming.

¢ Inthe case of Elijah and Elisha, in the time of the kings, this Spirit sought to restore
and turn the hearts of the people back to the original faith and the Law of Moses,

e Inthe case of John, at the 1% Coming, the Spirit of Elijah sought to make ready a
people for the Lord by turning their hearts forward to the new wine of the Gospel.

But there is more. That same Spirit will also prepare a people for the 2" Coming.

The Spirit of Elijah before both the 15t & the 2" Coming
The prophesy of Malachi, referred to by the angel at the birth of John, states,

Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful
day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to the fathers (Mal 4.5-6).

Although not immediately obvious, Malachi was speaking here of a coming of Elijah before
both the 1% and the 2" Comings.

Let me explain.

When the angel announced the birth of John to prepare for the 1st Coming, he said he would,
“turn the heart of the fathers to the children” (Mal 4.6; Lk 1.17). So, unlike Elijah and Elisha,
although he would turn the hearts of the people, he would not turn them back to Moses, but
forward to the new dispensation, from the old Mosaic wine to the new Gospel wine (cp Lk
5.39).

But John at the 1% Coming was not the complete fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachi. Why
not? For two reasons.

e Firstly, John only fulfilled the first part. The angel made no reference to him fulfilling
the second part, turning “the heart of the children to the fathers”.

o Secondly, the prophecy explicitly states it would be fulfilled at “the great and dreadful
day of the Lord” (Mal 4.5), just before the earth burns like an oven and the wicked are
turned to ashes (Mal 4.1-3). i.e. at the 2" Coming. John came at the 15 Coming.

So, although part fulfilled at the 15t Coming, there must be a further coming of that same Spirit
of Elijah before the 2" Coming to bring about the complete fulfilment of the prophecy, both in
turning the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers.

Compound Prophecy

A prophecy can have two fulfilments, many years apart, without it being explicitly stated. This
not uncommon in Biblical prophecy.

o A prophecy can have a double or a compound fulfilment at different historical times.
e One part of a prophecy can have a near fulfilment whilst another has a far fulfiiment.



To illustrate, here is an example of the former,

e Hosea 11.1: In its immediate context, this refers to the Lord at the exodus bringing
Israel, His son (Ex 4.22), out of Egypt. In its compound meaning, Israel is a type of
Jesus, and the original departure of Israel from Egypt foreshadows Jesus coming out
of Egypt (Mt 2.13-15).

Here are two examples of the latter.

e Isaiah 61.1-2: Though not immediately obvious, there is a 2000-year time gap between
the fulfilment of different parts of this sentence. Jesus explicitly stated that one part was
fulfilled at His 1% Coming (Lk 4.17-19). But He only read part of the quotation. He
stopped before the phrase, “the day of vengeance of our God”. Why? Because that
would not be fulfilled until His 2" Coming. The 1% Coming was the day of grace, the
proclamation of the year of jubilee, the acceptable year of the Lord.

e Zechariah 9.9-10: The first sentence about sitting upon the colt of an ass was fulfilled
by Jesus at the 1%t Coming. But the next sentence, with no explicit indication of any time
gap between the two sentences, still awaits fulfilment, 2000 years later.

A Further Coming of Elijah Confirmed by Jesus
The fact of a further coming of the Spirit of Elijah after John was explicitly confirmed by Jesus.

And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first
come? And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and
restore all things. But | say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him
not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed... Then the disciples understood
that he spake unto them of John the Baptist (Mt 17.10-13).

Speaking after the death of John, and referring to the prophecy of Malachi, Jesus said both
that Elijah had already come, but also that Elijah shall come.

So, there is to be a further and complete fulfilling of Malachi 4.5-6, before the 2"¢ Coming. The
same Spirit of Elijah that was upon John to prepare the people for the 15t Coming, will come
with a message to prepare the people for the 2" Coming.

Let us see how this is fulfilled.

The Spirit of Elijah to Prepare Israel for the 2" Coming

Revelation 11 describes the ministry of two end time prophet-witnesses to Israel to prepare the
144,000. Their ministries pattern those of Moses and Elijah.

This is not the place to go into how Moses’ battle to deliver Israel from Egypt foreshadows
the calling out of the 144,000. Our focus here is on the Spirit of Elijah.

Revelation 11 Foreshadowed in the Ministry of Elijah & Elisha

If we compare the lives of Elijah, Elisha and John with the Revelation 11 manifestation of the
Spirit of Elijah we find many details are replicated. This is not surprising. After all, they are all
endued with the same Spirit.

Consider how events in the days of Elijah and Elisha foreshadowed the fierce end time battle
against the state-enforced religion of a confederation of political and religious powers
depicted as the beast and the great whore who rides it, Mystery Babylon (Rev 17.3,5).



e Ahab, king of the northern kingdom of Israel was the most evil to that time.

o Even worse, he married Jezebel, a woman steeped in Babylonian religion. She was the
daughter of the king of Zidon (1 K 16.29-33). According to Josephus, this man came to
the throne by murdering his predecessor and was a priest of Astarte/Ashtoreh/
Asherah, the goddess wife of Baal, a religion with its roots in Babylon.

¢ Ahab and Jezebel introduced and propagated this religion in Israel, exalting the
prophets of Baal and of the groves (= Asherah).

o Jezebel wiped out the servants and prophets of the Lord (2 K 9.7) whilst coexisting
with a deceived group of 400 professed prophets of the Lord (1 K 22.6).

¢ She was endued with much spiritual power being a prophetess with a spirit of
whoredoms and witchcrafts (2 K 9.22; Rev 2.20).

o Jezebel stirred up both her husband (1 K 21.25) and her son, Ahab’s successor (1 K
22.51-52).

e Her daughter Athaliah, wife and mother of two contemporary kings of the southern
kingdom of Judah, had the same spirit. She influenced her husband/son in her own
and her mother’s evil ways so that political power was used to enforce Jezebel’s
false religion (2 Chr 21.6,11; 22.2-3). She later usurped the throne, wiping out all but
one of the royal seed of David, through whom was to come the promised Messiah.

This unholy alliance of apostate political power wedded to a murderous, alien, Babylon-
inspired religious power came into head-on conflict with Elijah and Elisha. It foreshadowed the
end time battle between the two prophet-witnesses and the beast ridden by the great whore.

e Like Elijah, these two bring a 3 %2 year drought (1 K 17.1; Jas 5.17-18; Rev 11.3,6).

¢ Like Elijah and Elisha, the beast ridden by the woman wars against and seeks to slay
the two witnesses (1 K 18.10; 19.1-2; 2 K 6.31; Rev 11.7).

e Like Elijah and Elisha, they are protected by fire (2 K 1.9-14; 6.17; Rev 11.5).

e Just as Elijah was taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire, the two witnesses ascend up
inacloud (2K 2.11; Rev 11.11-12).

In the end the religious/political union of Elijah and Elisha’s day was brought down by a new
political leader rebelling against the dynasty of Ahab. Where did his inspiration come from?
From the Spirit of Elijah. He had been anointed at the behest of Elisha (2 K 9.1-14). Through
his prophetic Word, the new king broke the power of the political/religious union in a way that
foreshadowed in detail the downfall of the end time beast and the woman.

e Just as Jezebel was a whore and a witch, with a daughter of a similar spirit, so the
woman riding the end time beast is the great whore and a mother of harlots by whose
sorceries all nations are deceived (Rev 17.1; 18.23).

e Just as the blood of the servants and prophets of the Lord shed by Jezebel was
avenged, so also is avenged the blood shed by the end time woman drunken with the
blood of the prophets, saints and martyrs of Jesus (Rev 17.6; 18.24).

e Just as the flesh of Jezebel was eaten by the dogs following the rising up of a new
political order (2 K 9.10, 33-36), so shall the end time political powers turn against
and hate the great whore and eat her flesh (Rev 17.16).

e Just as Jezebel was slain by being cast down from a high window, so shall the end
time woman, Mystery Babylon, be violently thrown down (2 K 9.33; Rev 18.21).

o Just as when they came to bury Jezebel, they found nothing but a few bones (2 K
9.34-35), so shall the woman, Mystery Babylon, be found no more (Rev 18.21).



Is it simply a fortuitous coincidence there are so many similarities between the experiences of
the literal Elijah and Elisha and the end time Elijah? No. Although the historical settings were
different, the same spirits were at work. Though centuries apart, the same Spirit of Elijah at the
end time is opposed by the same anti spirit it was battling in the days of the literal Elijah. The
two principal spiritual antagonists are the same. They manifest themselves in similar ways.

To Conclude

The Spirit of Elijah plays a key role in the preparation of the elect 144,000 of Israel for the
titanic battle against the beast and the woman and the 2" Coming of the Lord.

But what does examining the working of the Spirit of Elijah among the end time elect of Israel
have to do with the ministry of the angel/messenger to the last of the seven churches at the
end of the Gentile Church Age? For that is the stated theme of the present booklet.

As we shall soon see, such an examination will throw light on the messenger to Laodicea.

Let us now, therefore, turn our attention to the angel/messengers to the seven churches, in
particular the one to the seventh and final church, Laodicea.



4.
THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH & THE ANGEL TO THE CHURCH OF THE LAODICEANS

Having considered the work of the Spirit of Elijah among the people of Israel at the time of
the kings and before the 1t and 2" Comings, let us now turn our attention to the main theme
of the present booklet, “The Messenger to Laodicea”.

There is a close link between the Spirit of Elijah at work in Israel and the messenger to the
last Gentile Church age.

The Angels/Messengers to the Seven Churches

The letters to the seven churches addressed conditions in the days of the apostle John in
literal churches located in the Roman province of Asia (in modern-day western Turkey).

But Revelation is prophecy (Rev 1.1-3). In addition to their relevance to the situation at the
time of writing, conditions in those churches were also prophetic of conditions in the seven
successive stages of Church history, from the early Church to the coming of the Lord.

The Seven Lampstands & the Seven Stars

In his introduction to the letters to the seven churches, John described a vision of the One
who dictated those letters to him.

| saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man... And he had in his right hand seven stars... The seven stars
are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest
are the seven churches (Rev 1.12-13, 16, 20).

Why were the seven churches represented as lampstands? Because lampstands bring light
into darkness (cp Mt 5.14-16).

Why were the seven angels to the churches described as stars? Because they also bring
light into darkness, shining in the night sky.

The Seven Angels
Exactly who are these seven angels?

In the original languages of the Bible, the words translated “angel” mean literally
“‘messenger”’. Such messengers may be human or heavenly, depending on the context.

In the New Testament, if the context clearly points to a human messenger, the word is
translated “messenger”. A well-known example is John the Baptist (Mt 11.10; Mk 1.2). In all
other cases it is translated “angel”, which in English automatically implies a heavenly
messenger.

Although often perfectly justifiable, in the case of the letters to the seven churches the word
“angel” is not a translation, however. It is an interpretation. It automatically implies a
heavenly messenger, an implication which is not justified.



Interestingly, however, in these letters the Young’s Literal Translation renders it “messenger”,
This makes far more sense. In fact, the “angels” here are clearly human. After all, why would
the Lord write a letter to an angel? No heavenly messengers were sent with a message either
to the seven literal churches or to the seven prophetic Church Ages.

So, Jesus’s words were addressed to human messengers commissioned to deliver their
contents, their message, to the relevant church/age.

e Each church/age has its own specific message (1.11).

o Each church/age has its own “angel” to whom Jesus addresses that message, who
then proclaims it to that church/age.

e That message is the voice of the Spirit to that church/age. The angel/messengers are
the mouthpieces of the Spirit. This is why each letter concludes with an exhortation to
hear what the Spirit is saying, even though it is Jesus who dictates the letter.

The Angel/Messenger to the Church of the Laodiceans

Let us now turn our attention to the angel/messenger to the seventh church, Laodicea and
how he is linked with the Spirit of Elijah.

To explain, it is necessary to look once more at Malachi 4.5-6.

Two Manifestations of the Spirit of Elijah before the 2" Coming

We have described the Spirit of Elijah at work among the 144,000 elect Jews of the tribulation
period. But that is not its only manifestation before the day of the Lord.

A careful examination of Malachi shows not one but two distinct manifestations.

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful
day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to the fathers (Mal 4.5-6).

This clearly shows two parts to the promised ministry of the coming Elijah, turning the heart of
the fathers to the children and turning the heart of the children to the fathers.

Now the angel explicitly said John’s 15t Coming ministry only corresponded to the first part. And
even this part could not be completely fulfilled by John since he came before the acceptable
day of the Lord, the day of grace, not the great and dreadful day of the Lord. So, John could
only have been a harbinger of a later full, final fulfilment of Elijah turning the hearts of the
children to the fathers before the day of the Lord. As Jesus said, after the death of John, Elijah
has come and shall come.

But that final fulfilment is through two separate ministries.

As already described, the first, the turning of the heart of the end time fathers to the children
before the day of the Lord, was through one of the two prophet-witnesses. The end time
fathers of Israel are prepared for the 2" Coming by having their hearts turned to the children,
to the new generation, forward from the old wine of Judaism to the new wine of the Gospel, to
Christ as their Messiah. As with John’s ministry to Israel, turning the children to the fathers
cannot refer to Israel. The fathers kept the Law, so that would imply turning them back to the
Law. Both the 1t and 2" Coming ministries of the Spirit of Elijah to Israel are not to turn them



back to Moses but forward to Christ. To turn Israel back would be to deny Christ, to go back
to the Law.

But what of the second part of the prophecy? How is the heart of the children to be turned to
the fathers before the day of the Lord? How is Malachi 4.5-6 to be fully fulfilled?

There can only be one explanation. There must be a second end time ministry of the Spirit of
Elijah before the 2" Coming. But to whom? As explained, turning the hearts back cannot apply
to Israel. But if not to Israel, then to whom?

It can only be to the Gentiles.

So, there are not one but two distinct ministries of the Spirit of Elijah before the day of the Lord,
an Elijah for Israel and an Elijah for the Gentiles.

The Message of Elijah to the Gentiles

As explained, the ministry to Israel is to prepare the elect 144,000 for the 2" Coming by
turning hearts of the fathers to the children, forward to the new dispensation, away from the
old wine of the Law to the new wine of the Gospel, from Moses to Christ.

But what is the Elijah ministry to the Gentiles?

A natural father is the originator, generator, producer of children. So, what does to turn the
heart of the children to the spiritual fathers mean? Who are the fathers, who are the children?

Since we are speaking of Gentiles, we are speaking of the Church. So, the fathers must be
those who began or inaugurated the Church, and the children their spiritual offspring. In
particular, those living at the end time, since Malachi prophesies of the period before the
coming of the Lord.

So, to turn the heart of the children to the fathers means to turn end time Gentile believers
back to the original faith of the early Church fathers, back to the beginning, back to the full
original Gospel, to the faith once and for all delivered to the saints (Ju 3).

There must, therefore, be an Elijah to the Gentile Church before the 2" Coming with a
message to turn the heart of the end time children to the early Church fathers.

And, as we shall now see, this is the exact same message as that of Jesus through the angel/
messenger to the seventh and last church.

Let us see how the two messages tally.

The Message of the Angel/Messenger to the 7" Church

What is the essence of the message of the angel to Laodicea to prepare the Church at the end
of the Gentile Age for the 2" Coming?

As shown in the two-part study, “The Message to Laodicea”, its core is a call to zealously
repent (Rev 3.19). In other words, to change the mind, to turn from where they are, from
modern religion, back to what they have left, back to the faith once delivered to the saints, the
faith of the early Church fathers. Back to the pure original Word.



How is such repentance to be evidenced? By,

e Turning from lukewarm religion to a true faith evidenced by a fervent love for the Word.
The love of God is to keep His Word (Rev 3.15-16; Jn 14.15; 1 Jn 5.3).

e Buying of Him gold tried in the fire (Rev 3.17-18), i.e. a pure, unmingled faith, the
original with no admixture; a faith that can stand the test (1 P 1.7).

e Opening the door of the heart and welcoming in Christ, the Word, who is outside the
Laodicea church (Rev 3.20).

(In fact, all others with the Spirit of Elijah bring the same essential message of repentance.
This is not surprising. They have the same Spirit.

¢ In the days of the kings, the literal Elijah was a “hairy man”, i.e. he wore coarse, loose
clothing, sackcloth, a sign of mourning and repentance.

e At the 1% Coming, John’s central message was repentance, symbolised by his
camelskin garment.

e At the 2" Coming, the sackcloth garments of the prophet-witnesses point to a similar
call to repentance.)

It is unsurprising that the message to Laodicea is to go back to the Word. The end time is the
time of the great rebellion against the Word.

o Paul warned of perilous times in the last days. Professing believers would resist the
truth by working wonders (2 Tim 3.8-9) and turn their ears from the truth (i.e. the Word,
Jn 17.17) (2 Tim 4.4).

e He also warned that before the day of Christ would first come the falling away, the
apostasy, the great rebellion (2 Th 2.2-3). What is the nature of that rebellion? A refusal
to receive the love of the truth (2 Th 2.10).

¢ In His letter to the angel/messenger to Laodicea, Jesus says He, the Word, would be
outside His own church seeking to gain admission (Rev 3.20).

In fact, the situation would be so dire that Jesus even questioned whether He would find faith
(literally, the faith) on the earth when He returned (Lk 18.8).

Is the 7" Angel/Messenger the Elijah to the Gentiles?

If the message of the Laodicean angel to turn the mind of end time believers back to the faith
of the early Church fathers is identical to that of the end time Elijah to the Gentiles to turn the
heart of the children back to the fathers, are they one and the same person?

The fact that both appear at the same time and both have the same message to the same
people, the end time Church, certainly points that way.

The case for their identification is further strengthened by another significant resemblance.

After John’s death, Jesus said Elijah shall come and restore (literally, “restore to its former
state”) all things (Mt 17.11). Notice,

e He clearly did not mean before His 15 Coming, so it must before the 2" Coming.

e Since Jesus said this future ministry would be to restore, it could not be a message to
Israel. The message of Elijah to Israel before both the 15t and the 2" Coming was not
to turn back but forward, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children.

¢ If not to Israel, then, Jesus must have been referring here to a ministry of Elijah



before the 2" Coming to the Gentile Church, a ministry to restore what had been lost
and turn the heart of the children back to the beginning, back to the original faith of
the early Church fathers.

Very interestingly, that was precisely the ministry of the literal Elijah at Mt Carmel.

Elijah repaired (i.e. restored to its original condition) the altar of the Lord that was
broken down (1 K 18.30). Why? To symbolise calling Israel back to her original faith.
To rebuild and restore what had been pulled down.

His victory over Jezebel and her false prophets of Baal profoundly affected the people.
Unlike at the 1% and 2"¢ Comings, however, it did not turn the hearts of Israel forward to
a new dispensation. Instead it “turned their heart back again” (1 K 18.37). Back to
what? Back to the original faith. In other words, he turned the heart of the children back
to the fathers.

That ministry of the 2" Coming Elijah to the Gentiles of repairing and restoring is precisely the
ministry of the angel/messenger to the seventh and final Church Age.

Just as Elijah by the Spirit repaired and restored the altar of the Lord and turned the
hearts of the people in the titanic battle against the spirit of Jezebel,

So also the angel/messenger to Laodicea calls the end time Gentile Church back to
the early Church fathers, back to the original faith, away from the end time apostasy. In
other words, he restores all things, the very thing Jesus said the future Elijah would do.

Surely, then, they are one and the same person.

To Sum up

Let us now summarise what we have covered in this booklet so far.

Firstly, concerning the Spirit of Elijah,

From the time of the literal Elijah, the Lord has used the Spirit of Elijah to bring His
people out of chaos and confusion when they have gone astray from the divine order,
correcting false teaching and leading them back to God by turning the hearts.

There are five manifestations in all: Elijah himself, Elisha, John the Baptist, Elijah to
the Gentile Church and the Elijah prophet-witness to the end time elect of Israel.
Since all have the same Spirit, details of their ministries, personal experiences and
circumstances repeatedly mirror each other.

Secondly, concerning Malachi’s prophecy of the ministry of Elijah,

Although John came in the Spirit of Elijah at the 1t Coming, his ministry could not be
the complete fulfilment of the prophecy since it is to be before the day of the Lord,
when the earth burns like an oven and the wicked are turned to ashes. As Jesus
said, after the death of John, Elijah shall come.

There are two distinct aspects of the Elijah ministry before the 2" Coming, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers.
Turning the heart of the children back to the fathers before the 2" Coming cannot
apply to Israel. Just as at the 1% Coming, their hearts are not to be turned back to the
Law but forward to Christ, to the new wine, to the new generation, to the children.

If the ministry of turning the hearts of the children to the fathers before the day of the
Lord is not to Israel, then to whom? It must be to the Gentiles, at the end of the
Gentile Church Age, just before the 2" Coming.



e So, the two aspects of the Elijah ministry before the 2" Coming are fulfilled by two
different men, both having the same Spirit but ministering to different groups, a
Gentile to the Church and a Jew to Israel.

Thirdly, the end time Elijah to the Gentiles must be the same as the angel/messenger to the
final Laodicea Gentile Church Age. Why? Because both come at the same time and both
have the same essential message addressed to the same people.

e The ministry of the Elijah to the Gentiles, according to Malachi and Jesus, is to
restore the original faith which has been lost. It is to restore all things, turning the
hearts of the Gentile Church children back to the beginning, back to their early
Church fathers, back to where they came from, their origin, just as the literal Elijah at
Mt Carmel turned the hearts of Israel back to the original Mosaic faith.

¢ The ministry of the seventh angel/messenger, according to Jesus, is to change the
mind, so as to warmly receive the love of the truth, turning from modern religion back
to the Word, back to the pure, unadulterated, original faith once and for all delivered
to the saints.

Finally, if the seventh angel/messenger is the end time Elijah to the Gentiles,

¢ His life and ministry will reflect many aspects of the lives of Elijah and John, for he
has the same Spirit
¢ He must be a prophet, just as all others with the Spirit of Elijah.

So, the angel/messenger to Laodicea will not be Elijah himself but will come in the Spirit and
power of Elijah. He will be a prophet whose message will prepare a pure Word bride by
turning the heart of the end time children back to the early Church fathers, back to the pure
Word as perfectly given and understood at the beginning.

Contrary to the teaching of some, this end time Elijah to the Gentiles will not be a collective
Elijah. He will be one man.

Who, then, is this man? Who is the angel/messenger to Laodicea?



5.
WHO IS THE SEVENTH ANGEL?

We have established that the angel/messenger to the seventh and last church is the Gentile
Elijah who turns the hearts of the children to the fathers before the day of the Lord.

But who is he?

There are references to the Elijah prophecy of Malachi in Church history.

An early one is Melchior Hoffman, the 16™ C founder of Anabaptism in NW Germany and
Holland. He taught the imminent return of the Lord to judge the world and the establishment
of the kingdom on earth in 1533. Influenced by professed prophets, in 1530 he proclaimed
himself to be Elijah, one of the two witnesses. Strasbourg was to be the New Jerusalem from
whence the 144,000 would prepare the earth to receive the Son of God.

More references are found from the 19" C on when the truth of the 2" Coming was widely
restored to the Church after being lost for many centuries. For example, in the early 19" C,
Edward Irving, an early advocate of the restoration of the gifts to the Church, wrote, “The
Lord is now pouring out on the Church the Spirit and power of Elias, to prepare for the 2"
Coming of Jesus.”

But some went further, claiming that they themselves were the promised Elijah.

e In 1901, Alexander Dowie, a restorationist and one of the first evangelists to practice
prayer for the sick, proclaimed himself to be Elijah the Restorer.

e Charles Parham, a significant figure in the early 20" C Pentecostal movement,
claimed to be the return of Elijah.

Misguided claims about Elijah do not invalidate Malachi’s prophecy, however. There must be
a fulfilment. A counterfeit banknote only has worth because somewhere there is a real one. It
is not uncommon for the evil one to send forth prior imitations of the real thing in order to
discredit and undermine confidence in the real thing when it finally does appear.

Is there anyone whose life matches the predicted ministry of Elijah to the Gentile Church?
Yes.

Let us look at a remarkable and highly significant event in the unparalleled and most
vindicated ministry in all recorded Church history.

“As John the Baptist was sent to forerun the 15 Coming of Christ”

In mid-1933, aged only 24, a recently-converted, independent preacher set up a large tent in
Jeffersonville, Indiana, to hold a two-week evangelistic crusade. At the end, when he asked
who would like to be baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, about 150 came forward.

On the 11™ of June, a large crowd gathered on the banks of the Ohio River to watch the
baptisms. It was hot, the sky cloudless without even the slightest breeze, and the river
perfectly smooth.

The candidates queued to be baptised by total immersion upon their confession of faith.



What then happened is graphically described by Owen Jorgensen (“Supernatural”, chapter
13) and Pearry Green (“The Acts of a Prophet”, chapter 12).

As he began to pray over the 17" person, the young preacher heard something whirling,
then a voice saying, “Look up.” He opened his eyes and looked at the candidate, who was
waiting with head bowed and eyes closed. The words had not come from him. Too afraid to
look up, he continued his prayer. Again the voice said, “Look up.” He looked around, then
again attempted to continue with the baptism.

For the third time he heard the words, “Look up.” This time he looked up into the sky.
Dropping out of the heavens he initially saw what looked like a large star, whirling around. As
it got nearer, it looked like a whirling fire of yellow-green/amber light, roaring, spinning and
throwing off sparks and flames. It came right at him, stopping and hanging directly over him.
A voice spoke from the fire saying, “As John the Baptist was sent to forerun the first coming
of Christ, you have the message that will forerun the second coming of Christ.”

(Some say the voice said it was the young preacher himself who would forerun the second
coming, but on 29 December 1963 he explicitly stated, “I may not do it, but this message
will introduce Jesus Christ to the world. For as John the Baptist was sent to forerun the first
coming, so is the message to forerun the second coming.”)

Pandemonium broke loose as the crowd looked up to see the swirling ball of fire hanging
above his head. Some screamed, some fled, some fainted; most just trembled.

It hung there for less than a minute, then shot back into the heavens from whence it came.
The young preacher then continued baptising until all had been immersed.

When afterwards a group of businessmen asked him what the light meant, he said he did not
know for certain. Perhaps it was for their sakes, to confirm that he was speaking the truth.
The following morning a local newspaper ran an article about the incident entitled,
“Mysterious star appears over minister while baptising.”

Seeking to understand what had taken place, the young man began to search the
Scriptures. He believed in the 2" Coming but did not know what his own life had to do with
it. Was the coming near? Why did the voice say he had been sent with a message? The only
message he had was the Bible.

With the passage of time, however, he became much clearer on what the words spoken to
him meant.

Who was this Man Sent to Forerun the 2" Coming?

Who was the young preacher? Who was this man with the message to forerun the 2™
Coming of Christ, to prepare the bride for the coming Bridegroom?

His name was William Branham (1909-1965). He was the initiator and catalyst of the 1947-
1956 USA Healing Revival, whose effects reached to the ends of the earth and sparked off
what is now known as the second 20" C wave of Pentecost.

His life story is unique. His miraculous supernatural ministry is without equal in all recorded
Church history. The word he preached was confirmed by prophecy, countless remarkable



healings (including resurrections) and many, many thousands of unfailingly accurate
revelations of the secrets of the heart.

Despite strong opposition to his teaching, on numerous occasions he was remarkably and
publicly vindicated. (For one example, see my website, www.endtimerestoration.com, at
“William Branham/My Articles/A Remarkable Vindication™.)

What kind of man was William Branham?

Like John the Baptist at the 1t Coming, to whom he was compared by the voice at the Ohio
River in 1933, he,

¢ \Was a man of the Spirit sent from God.

¢ Was directed by divine revelation, hearing regularly from above and proclaiming loud
and clear what he heard.

¢ Did not seek material gain nor honour of man.

In short, he was a blazing and shining light, a bright torch and a lamp bringing light into the
prevailing religious darkness. That light was his message. Its purpose? To prepare a bride
for the 2" Coming by turning the hearts and changing the minds of the people.

How was he received? As with John in his day, some wondered if he were the Christ (Lk
3.15). Others said (as they did of Jesus) he had a demon (Mt 11.18).

As his early popularity waned, resistance to his teaching grew and it was widely rejected.

His warnings that America would turn down its opportunity and that the awesome Healing
Revival that accompanied his early ministry would end in 1956 were generally ignored.
Instead many prophesied even bigger and more wonderful things, an even greater end time
worldwide revival garnering many millions. Seemingly, they were proven correct by the
unprecedented opening to the ministry of the Spirit in the mainstream historic denominations
following the Healing Revival and by the dramatic rise and rapid worldwide spread of the
charismatic movement. But he likened this to the unprepared foolish virgins hastening to buy
oil at the sound of the midnight cry. When they got back, the door was shut.

But, as with Micaiah and his battle with the 400 so-called prophets of the Lord, popularity
and being in the majority is no guarantee of divine approval. Regardless of who or how many
say otherwise, when the Lord sends a man with His Word,

it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto | sent it (Isa 55.11).

There will always be those who receive a God-given message. Who? Those to whom it is
sent. In this case, the children, the overcomers.

There will indeed be an end time revival. But only for those who heed the last voice of the
Spirit to the churches. Christendom generally will go into the great apostasy. As Israel at the
15t Coming failed to recognise its day and its messenger, so will it be at the 2" Coming.

If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto
thy peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes (Lk 19.42).

| say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done
unto him whatsoever they listed (Mt 17.12).



For Further Information
This is not the place for a detailed life story. Full details will be found in,

e “All Things Are Possible: The Healing And Charismatic Revivals In Modern America”,
by D Harrell Jr, 1975. This very readable and well researched review of the 1950s
Healing Revival details how William Branham's ministry was the catalyst.

e The 3-volume series, “Supernatural”, by Owen Jorgensen, the best single complete
life story of William Branham.

e “Acts of the Prophet” by Pearry Green (1969), covering the high points of William
Branham’s life, along with his personal experiences with him. It was revised and
updated in 2011, entitled, “Acts of a Prophet”.

¢ “A man sent from God” edited by Gordon Lindsay, covering the period up to 1950.

o “A prophet visits South Africa” by Julius Stadsklev, giving a detailed account of the
10-week 1951 crusade.

o My booklet, “The Laodicea Church Age, Historical Overview (1) 1900-1960", gives
the historical context of his ministry.

e Details of certain specific incidents are listed on my website under “William Branham/
My Articles”.

To read or listen to his 1100 or so sermons, see “William Branham/Links/ Sermons of William
Branham” on my website, www.endtimerestoration.com.

Abbreviated summaries of selected sermon topics may be found at,

e “Spiritual Building Stones”, a collection by Pastor Gerd Rodewald of brief quotations
of William Branham under 200 different subject headings.

¢ My own summaries of some of his teachings in his own words on my website at
“William Branham/Teachings”.


http://www.amazon.co.uk/All-Things-Are-Possible-Charismatic/dp/0253202213/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1396871211&sr=8-1&keywords=all+things+are+possible+david+harrell
http://www.amazon.co.uk/All-Things-Are-Possible-Charismatic/dp/0253202213/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1396871211&sr=8-1&keywords=all+things+are+possible+david+harrell
http://www.endtimerestoration.com/

6.
CONCLUSION

The Spirit of Elijah Prepares the End Time Church Bride for the 2" Coming

Since Laodicea is the last of the seven churches, its angel/messenger must have what is
needed to prepare the end time Gentile Church bride for the coming of the Bridegroom.

What is that? The Spirit of Elijah and the prophetic Word.

Before the 15 Coming, at the end of the Jewish age, the bride was prepared for the coming
Bridegroom by a man with the Word of the Lord and the same Spirit that anointed Elijah. The
end time Gentile Church bride is made ready before the 2" Coming in exactly the same way,
by that same Spirit of Elijah and the prophetic Word.

That prophetic Word is,

e The last Voice of Jesus to the final Church Age before His 2" Coming (Rev 3.14).
e The last Voice of the Spirit to the Church Ages (Rev 3.22).

At His 1% Coming, referring to the message of the messenger with the Spirit of Elijah sent at
the end of the Jewish age, Jesus said, he that hath ears to hear, let him hear (Mt 11.13-15).

Before the 2" Coming, in His letter to the last of the seven churches, He gives exactly the
same exhortation. Concerning the message of the angel/messenger, sent with the same
Spirit of Elijah as at the 1% Coming, He says, He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith to the churches (Rev 3.22).

How then shall the end time Gentile Church bride make herself ready (Rev 19.7; 21.2)? By
heeding His Voice, spoken in the Spirit of Elijah by the end time prophet and angel/
messenger to Laodicea.

In other words, by the Word, the Spirit and the voice of a prophet.



