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INTRODUCTION
THE SATANIC OBJECTIVE: TO TAKE FROM THE WORD

As we approach the end of the present age, the spirits that have been at work through all
history will reach their fullest expression.

From the beginning, the aim of the father of lies has been by deception to seduce from
the Word. As Jesus said (Jn 8:44), the devil was a liar from the beginning.
e When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

Yet the quantity and the quality of his deceit are not identical in every period of history.
But at the end it will be more powerful than at any time before, both in its depth and its
effect.
o All the deceivableness which unrighteousness is capable of will be unleashed (2
Th 2:10).
e So powerful would it be that, if possible, even the very elect would be deceived (Mt
24:24).

It is no surprise to find the Bible warns that those taken in by the End Time deception will
include "them that perish”, and those "who believed not the Truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness” (2 Th 2:10,12). But it is a surprise to many that it also says it will include
an alarming proportion of the professing Church.

Yet it should not be such a surprise when we see how the state of the professing Church
before the Second Coming mirrors the spiritual condition of Israel, the professing people
of God at the time of the first coming.

e Just as only a remnant of Israel after the flesh perceived and received the Word at
the end of the Jewish dispensation, so shall it be with the professing Church at
the end of the Church/Gentile age. Only a remnant shall stay true to the Word.
The rest shall be taken in by the end-time deception. It is the attitude to the Word
that determines the openness to deception.

e Just as it was foretold that before the first coming Israel would be blinded (In
12:37-40), so the Lord said that before the Second Coming the end-time
Laodicean Church would also be blind (Rev 3:17).

it is no wonder, then, that the counsel of Christ to the final Church Age is to, "anoint thine
eyes with eyesalve that thou mayest see" (Rev 3:18), especially in the light of His solemn
words to the disciples about the time before His return, “there shall arise false Christs and
false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Mt 24:24),

Thankfully, it is not possible, but we do well to pay solemn heed to the divine counsel.

So, let us now see what the Bible says about the increase in the depth and effects of
delusion at the end of this age, with particular reference to false prophecy and lying
wonders.

But remember! The attitude to the Word is absolutely fundamental. Only this will help the
true believer tear away the mask from the falseness and pretence of much that comes in
Christ's Name in our day, but is in fact antichrist.



DECEPTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Aim from the Beginning:
To Seduce from the Word

One of the keys to a proper understanding of any matter in the Bible is to go back to
the beginning, to the time when the matter is first found.

In John 8:44, Jesus said:
o the devil ... was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

And so it is. From his first mention in the Bible, we see clearly that the devil is indeed
a liar. And what did he first lie about? The Word of God.

e The first recorded words of the ancient serpent questioned what God had
said: “the serpent ... said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of every tree of the garden?” (Gen 3:1)

e The second denied what God had said: “And the woman said unto the
serpent ... of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent
said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die” (Gen 3:2-4).

So, then, very significantly, the very first words of the evil one were to deceive by
sowing doubt about the Word and by denying it.

And so it was all through the ages: in the Old Testament, in the New Testament,
throughout Church history, and especially at the time of the end.

And this deception often involved real supernatural power.
e In some cases, deceivers spoke under an evil spiritual inspiration.
¢ In others, they were even empowered to work wonders.

Furthermore, at its most deceptive, this was done through those professing to be the true
interpreters of the Word.

How?
Early Old Testament Times

False Prophets
Since the world began, God has spoken by His holy prophets (Lk 1:70; Acts 3:21).

But from earliest times there have also been false prophets seeking to deceive.

Such prophets were obviously false if they spoke in the name of other gods. But some
spoke in the name of the Lord.

Sometimes such prophets could be tested by whether their words were fulfilled.

e But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which |
have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other
gods, even that prophet shall die. ... When a prophet speaketh in the name
of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing
which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it
presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him. (Dt 18:20, 22)



Lying Wonders

Although there are few Biblical examples before the End Times, there are several Old
Testament references to real, supernatural wonders performed by evil men

For example, Moses warned that some false prophets were able to work signs or wonders
that actually happened. These were to “confirm” their false utterances to turn aside to
other gods.
e If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a
sign or a wonder, and the sign or wonder come to pass, whereof he spake
unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods ...Thou shalt not hearken...for
the Lord your God proveth you to know whether ye love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul. (Dt 13:1-3)

Notice two very important principles here.
e Firstly, such prophets can work signs and wonders that actually come to pass.
e Secondly, the Lord explicitly permits such false prophets in order to test the
listeners’ faithfulness.

Another example is the Egyptian magicians. They performed real, supernatural miracles,
turning real rods into real snakes, real water into real blood and producing real frogs.
These were no fairground sleight-of-hand tricks! They were astounding.

e now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their
enchantments. For they cast down every man his rod, and they became
serpents... (Ex 7:11-12)

e and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, ...and all
the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. ... And the magicians
of Egypt did so with their enchantments. (Ex 7:20-22)

e And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs
came up, and covered the land of Egypt. And the magicians did so with
their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. (Ex 8:6-7)

These wonders were to deceive the Egyptians into ignoring the prophetic word of Moses.

(Significantly, Paul said these magicians were a foreshadow of what would come in
the Church in the last days (2 Tim 3:8-9).)

Does it seem strange that false workers can work real wonders? Not if you remember that
the Bible explicitly shows that their inspiration, the devil, can himself work real wonders:

In Job 1:16, for example, he brought down fire from heaven, burning up Job’s sheep and
servants: This was no natural fire! It was far more than normal lightening. His agent, the
false prophet, does the same at the End Time.
e He doeth great wonders so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on
the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by
the means of those miracles which he had power to do (Rev 13:13-14)

Further examples of the evil one’s supernatural, wonder-working powers are seen in the
temptation in the wilderness.
e How did he take Jesus and set Him on the pinnacle of the temple (Mt 4:5)? Did they
walk or climb? No! It was a supernatural translation, like Philip (Acts 8:39-40).
e Later he took Him to a very high mountain (Mt 4:8; Lk 4:5). How? It was another
supernatural translation.



As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 11:14-15, if satan is able to transform himself into an
angel of light - and this is no mere metaphor, it can actually happen - it is no marvel if
his ministers also are transformed into ministers of righteousness.

How?
The Days of the Kings

The unclean spirit of false prophecy is also found throughout the period of the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah.

Such prophets were certainly spiritually inspired. But by a false spirit.
o If aman walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, | will prophesy
unto thee of wine and of strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this
people. (Mi 2:11)

And the people are led astray by the lying spirit they walk in.
e the prophets... make my people err (Mi 3:5)

Their lives are anything but holy. They are drunkards motivated by greed.

e they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way;
the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are
swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they
err in vision, they stumble in judgment. (Isa 28:7)

e Thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people err, that
bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths,
they even prepare war against him... the prophets... divine for money: yet
will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none
evil can come upon us. (Mi 3:5-7, 11)

But how are such false prophets permitted? The reason is solemn. The Lord Himself
has blinded them.
e Forthe LORD has poured out on you the spirit of deep sleep, and has closed
your eyes... the prophets; and He has covered your heads... the seers.
(Isa 29:10, NKJV)

Why? As a just judgement upon those who did not want to listen to the true Word of
the Lord.
o Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us
right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits (Isa 30:10)

Let us look at two instructive examples of false prophets in action.

The OIld Prophet

There is a highly instructive story in 1 Kings 13 of a young, true prophet of the Lord and
an old prophet. Though the latter was given to speak in the name of the Lord, even if at
one time he was a true prophet, he was, by the time of this incident, at the very least
backslidden.

o Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came and told him all
the works that the man of God had done that day in Bethel: the words which he
had spoken unto the king...

Then (the old prophet) said unto (the young prophet), Come home with me and
eat bread. And he said, | may not return with thee, nor go in with thee, neither
will | eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: for it was said to me by
the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there... | am a



prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the
LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat
bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.

So he went back with him... And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that
the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back... Thus
saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the Lord... and
hast eaten bread and drunk water... thy carcase shall not come into the
sepulchre of thy fathers. And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and
after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass... And when he was gone a
lion met him by the way, and slew him, and his carcase was cast in the way...
And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the
lion standing by the carcase: and they came and told it in the city where the old
prophet dwelt. And when the prophet that brought him back from the way
heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the
word of the LORD: therefore the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion,
which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the LORD,
which he spake unto him... (1 K 13:11,15-26)

The lesson is clear. Despite his remarkable vindication before the king, the young
prophet lost his life by deviating from the original, vindicated, prophetic guidance. Stay
with the original. Even if a man claims to be a prophet and professes that an angel has
spoken to him, ignore him if his “revelation” differs from the original word (cp Gal 1:8).

Ahab & his 400 “Prophets of the Lord”

The account of Micaiah and the 400 professed prophets of the Lord in 1 Kings 22
illustrates well the difference between the godly and the ungodly when a deceiving
spirit is at work.

The ungodly are judicially blinded by the Lord, whilst the godly benefit from divine
protection. But if they wish to avoid unnecessary suffering, they must pay careful heed
to the Lord's direction.

e Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred
men, and said unto them, Shall | go against Ramothgilead to battle, or shall |
forbear? And they said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the
king.

And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the LORD besides,
that we might inquire of him? And the king of Israel said, There is yet one man,
Micaiah...

And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his
throne, having put on their robes, in a void place in the entrance of the gate of
Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. And Zedekiah... made
him horns of iron: and he said, Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt thou
push the Syrians, until thou have consumed them. And all the prophets
prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the LORD
shall deliver it into the king's hand.

And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto him, saying,
Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one
mouth: let thy word, | pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak
that which is good. And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith
unto me, that will | speak...

And (Micaiah) said, Hear thou therefore the word of the Lord: | saw the Lord
sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him... And the
Lord said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at
Ramothgilead? ... And there came forth a spirit... and said, | will persuade



him. And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, | will go forth, and
I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou
shalt persuade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do so. Now therefore,
behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy
prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil concerning thee. (1 K 22:6-8, 10-
14, 19-23) (Cp 2 Chr 18:5-6,9,11-12,21-22)

Ahab, king of Israel, wanted to go to battle with Syria. But this king, "did more to
provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all... before him" (1 K 16:33). The Lord
therefore deliberately sought to deceive Ahab and to lead him to his death by means of
a lying spirit in the mouth of his prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord (1 K
22:20-22). And truly, they were totally deceived as well as deceiving (cp 2 Tim 3:13).

There was, however, another king with the king of Israel, Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.
What a strange union! Jehoshaphat, was the exact opposite of Ahab, being the most
godly king of Judah since David (2 Chr 17:3). Yet he had a strange weakness in his
dealings with Ahab. He had re-established peaceful relations with Israel (1 K 22:44), and
even married his son to the evil daughter of Ahab and his wife, the witch Jezebel (2 Chr
18:1; 2 K 9:22). Foolishly, he had now further embroiled himself with this enemy of the
Lord by allowing himself to be persuaded to join Ahab's fateful Syrian campaign.

Yet notice the difference between them. Ahab was easily deceived by his 400
professed prophets of the Lord declaring that the Lord would give him victory (1 K
22:6). What a crooked brood these must have been! Jezebel had earlier slain the true
prophets of the Lord (1 K 18:13), apart from those sheltered by the godly Obadiah. So,
she obviously felt at ease with these 400, even though they prophesied in the name of
the Lord, not Baal. What an unsavoury spirit they must have had. No wonder a lying
spirit so easily found expression through their lips.

Though Ahab was deceived, however, something did not witness with the godly
Jehoshaphat. Despite hearing the same one message confirmed from the mouths of
the 400, he asked if there was another prophet of the Lord. So, Micaiah was
summoned. When a true word from the Lord was given, Jehoshaphat recognised it
and was not persuaded by the lying spirit like Ahab, because he was of another spirit.

But there is a strange thing. Jehoshaphat would still not make a clean break with Ahab.
He not only went forth to battle with him. He even agreed to Ahab's disguising himself,
while he himself kept on his royal robes (1 K 22:30), thus diverting enemy attention
from Ahab to himself. Yet the attempt by Ahab to frustrate the true prophecy of Micaiah
failed. A bow drawn "at a venture" slew him.

But Jehoshaphat only just escaped with his life. Only by crying to the Lord was he
delivered (2 Chr 18:31).

Although the godly benefit from divine protection, they must be careful to obey the Lord's
direction if they wish to avoid unnecessary suffering.
¢ Remember the young prophet.
¢ Remember how the Lord once sought to slay Moses for failing to observe the
covenant of circumcision, even though he was on his way to deliver Israel in
obedience to a divine command (Ex 4:24-26).

How?
The Flood of False Prophets at the End of the Jewish Kingdom



At the end of the independent Jewish kingdom, we read in the later prophetical books
of a veritable flood of false prophets. It is highly instructive to examine their behaviour
and character, for we shall find the same situation at the end of the Church Age.

Although some prophesied in the name, and under the inspiration, of another god
(e.g., Jer 2:8; 23:13), these were clearly false and would not fool any professed
believer. Far more dangerous were those who spoke in the name of the Lord.

And they were not a few.

The Nature of False Prophecy

In their utter folly such imposters did not fear to presume to speak in the name of the
Lord even though their words were not from the Lord.

But how did they receive their lying prophecies, dreams and visions?

They prophesied from the deceit of their own heart and their own spirits, and in the
name of the Lord.

Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword,
neither shall ye have famine; but | will give you assured peace in this place. Then
the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: | sent them not,
neither have | commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto
you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their
heart. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my
name, and | sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land;
By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed. (Jer 14:13-15)

Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that
prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart,
and not out of the mouth of the LORD... | have not sent these prophets, yet they
ran: | have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied... (they) prophesy lies in my
name, saying, | have dreamed, | have dreamed. How long shall this be in the

heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of
their own heart... Therefore, behold, | am against the prophets, saith the LORD,
that steal my words every one from his neighbour... that use their tongues, and
say, He saith. (Jer 23:16, 21, 25-26, 30)

hearken not unto the words of your prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall
not serve the king of Babylon... for they prophesy a lie unto you. For | have not
sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that | might

drive you out, and that ye might perish... (Jer 27:14-15)

They not only prophesied from their own deceived hearts. They also had dreams and saw
visions, but with false content.

Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you,
neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed... (Jer 29:8)
Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou
unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD;
Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own
spirit, and have seen nothing! ... They have seen vanity and lying divination,
saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them... Have ye not seen
a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The
LORD saith it; albeit | have not spoken? Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD;
Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, | am against
you, saith the Lord GOD. And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see
vanity, and that divine lies... the prophets of Israel... prophesy concerning



Jerusalem, and... see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the
Lord GOD. (Ezk 13:2-3, 6-8, 16)

e her prophets... seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith
the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken. (Ezk 22:28)

How were these men so deceived?

The answer is very enlightening. And also, very relevant for our own day.
e And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, | the LORD
have deceived that prophet (Ezk 14:9)

They were so utterly deceived they even gave precise details and dates for their false
utterances.

e Hananiah... spake unto me in the house of the LORD, in the presence of the
priests and of all the people, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts... | have
broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within two full years will | bring again
into this place all the vessels of the Lord’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar... took
away from this place... and | will bring again to this place all the captives of
Judah... Then the prophet Jeremiah said... Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD
perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the
LORD'S house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon into this place...
Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's neck,
and brake it. And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus
saith the LORD; Even so will | break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. And the
prophet Jeremiah went his way.

Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah... saying, Go and tell Hananiah,
saying, Thus saith the Lord, Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt
make for them yokes of iron... Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the
prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest
this people to trust in alie. ... So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in
the seventh month. (Jer 28:1-6, 10-13, 15, 17)

It is the story of Micaiah and the 400 deceived prophets of the Lord all over again.

How to Discern False Prophets

With such a confusing array of prophets professing to speak in the name of the Lord,
how can the true believer discern which is of the Lord?

Among other things, there are two Biblical tests,
e Their popularity.
e Their fruits.

1) By Their Reception
Jesus gave important guidance on how a true prophet is received.

o Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you. (Mt 5:11-12)

How were the false prophets received in the days of Jeremiah, just before the exile?
e The prophets prophesy falsely... and my people love to have it so (Jer 5:31)

10



Although true believers received the ministry of Jeremiah, for the professing people of
God as a whole he was certainly not popular. He was opposed not only by the people
and their leaders generally, but also by the priests, of whom he himself was one, and by
those who professed also to be prophets of the Lord.

In their folly they did not fear not only to ignore but also to attack a true prophet of God.

e Then said they (= the men of Judah), Come, and let us devise devices against
Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise,
nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and
let us not give heed to any of his words. (Jer 18:18)

e when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded
him... the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou
shalt surely die... Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and
to all the people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against
this city, as ye have heard... Then said the princes and all the people unto the
priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to die: for he hath spoken to us
in the name of the LORD our God. (Jer 26:8, 11, 16)

In fact, the deceived and deceivers were so arrogant and defiant that even those carried into
exile in direct fulfilment of the prophecies of Jeremiah still continued with their false
utterances and opposition to the true prophets of God.

o Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from
Jerusalem... to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive
from Jerusalem to Babylon... thus saith the LORD of hosts... Let not your
prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither
hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed... ye have said, The
LORD hath raised us up prophets in Babylon... they have not hearkened to my
words, saith the LORD, which | sent unto them by my servants the prophets,
rising up early and sending them... they have... spoken lying words in my
name, which | have not commanded them ... (Jer 29:1, 8, 15, 19, 23)

2) By Their Fruits

Another way to discern the nature of a prophet is by a second test Jesus gave.
e by their fruits ye shall know them (Mt 7:20; context = false prophets).

And what were the fruits of the false prophets of Jeremiah’s day? They were evil indeed.
They were murderers, covetous, thieves, unholy, wicked, adulterous and liars.

e her prophets... have shed the blood of the just (Lam 4:13)

o from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to
covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one
dealeth falsely (Jer 6:13). (cp Jer 8:10).

o Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets ... both prophet and
priest are profane; yea, in my house have | found their wickedness, saith the
LORD... | have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they
commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers,
that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them unto me as
Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah... for from the prophets of
Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land. (Jer 23:9,11,14-15)

o they have... committed adultery with their neighbours' wives... (Jer 29:23)

o will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of
bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that
should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies? (Ezk 13:19)
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How?
False Prophets After the Exile

The ministry of prophets continued after the return from the exile. Haggai and
Zechariah were amongst the first return described in Ezra 1-6.

But alongside the true prophets of the Lord, the same unclean spirit that had inspired
deceiving false prophecy all through the Old Testament was still at work (Zech 13:2,4-5).

A Very Enlightening Example

Around 70 years after the initial return, when Nehemiah came to rebuild the city walls
of Jerusalem, we read of false prophets.

One was sent to intimidate Nehemiah, advising him to meet him inside the temple,
with the doors closed, since men were seeking to slay him that night. But Nehemiah
discerned the professed prophetic guidance was not of the Lord.

e | said, Should such a man as | flee? And who is there, that, being as | am,
would go into the temple to save his life? | will not go in. And, lo, | perceived
that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. (Neh 6:12-13)

And this was not the only false prophet sent to intimidate. There were several others
(Neh 6:14). His enemies hired them seeking grounds for an evil report of blameworthy
or sinful behaviour.

How did Nehemiah perceive/discern this false prophecy? Remember this well. The
“prophecy” asked him do what the Word said not to do. He was not a priest, and so
had no right to enter the temple (Nu 18:7, 22).

This principle is absolutely fundamental in how to discern demonic falsehoods,
particularly in the unparallelled deception at the End Time.

*kkkk

So, from the earliest times to the end of the Old Testament the unclean spirit has
sought to deceive by taking man from the true Word of the living God.
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DECEPTION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The Same Spirit & the Same Aim in the New as in the Old Testament

The same spirit of antichrist that sought to turn the people from the Word all through
the Old Testament, and even to take away the very Word itself, continued to pursue
this same objective in New Testament times.

The guiding principle of the godly In the New Testament was the same as in the Old,
"What does the Word say?" This principle was succinctly expressed by the prophet.
e To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them. (Isa 8:20)

Time and time again the inspiration of the Old Testament saints was stated to be from
expressions such as, “as it was written”, “as it is written in the book of the covenant”,
“after the ordinance of David” or, “according to that which was written”. Everything must

line up with the Word of God.

The Demonic Invasion

At the very beginning of the Church, the godly continued stedfastly in the apostles’
doctrine (Acts 2.42). the Presence of God was so real among them that none dared join
himself to them (Acts 5:13).

But very soon a veritable flood of seducing spirits, antichrists, deceivers, doctrines of
demons, false apostles, false prophets, false teachers and false brethren, sent forth by
that mastermind spirit of error, the spirit of antichrist, sought to infiltrate the new Church.

How did this demonic invasion gain admission? The answer is found in the divine
commentary on the early days of the Church.

The Divine Commentary on the First Church Age

The letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3 are prophetic of developments in the
Church up to should the return of the Lord. His messages to the angel of each church
provide a divine commentary on the seven periods of Church history.

So, what were the words to the angel of Ephesus, the first of those seven periods?

The Initial Commendation

Initially, there were warm words of praise.
e | know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience ... And hast borne, and hast
patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. (Rev 2:2-3)

In particular, the Lord commended the fervour with which she defended the Truth from
the invasion of false teachers and their errors.
e [ know ...thou canst not bear them which are evil, and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles and are not, and hast found them liars (Rev 2:2).
e But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which | also
hate (Rev 2:6).

What was the yardstick used to try these false teachers and their doctrine? The answer
is found in the epistles. It was the Word, the Word heard at the beginning.
o it was needful for me to... exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once (literally = once for all) delivered unto the saints. (Ju 3)
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¢ though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said
before, so say | now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than
that ye have received, let him be accursed. (Gal 1:8-9)

e Letthat ... abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. (1 Jn 2:24)

So, initially, the demonic forces seeking to infiltrate the first Church met much resistance.
o False apostles were put to the test and found out,
e Pretenders who were not of the true Church were made to feel so uncomfortable
that they left. As the apostle John said, “they went out from us... that they might
be made manifest that they were not all of us.” (1 Jn 2:19)

The first apostles certainly contended earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the
saints (e.g. Ro 16:17; 1 Cor 5:2, 9-11, 13; Eph 5:7,11; 2 Th 3:6,14; Ti 3:10; 2 Jn 10-11).
False teaching and evil living were dealt with radically before they could spread. Paul sent
Timothy and Titus to nip incipient error in the bud (Ti 1:10-11a,13; 2:15). If necessary, sin
was rebuked publicly because of the purifying effect on the whole congregation (1 Tim
5:20; cp Mt 18:; 15-17). In particularly serious cases the culprits were handed over to satan
(1 Cor 5:3-5; 1 Tim 1:20), or even a solemn curse pronounced (1 Cor 16:22; Gal 1:8-9).

In this early period, the spirit of error had to work secretly, sneaking in stealthily, by the
side door, as it were, since an open, full-frontal assault was not easy

e Gal24 false brethren unawares brought in who came in privily to
spy out our liberty

e 2P21 there shall be false teachers among you who privily shall
bring in damnable heresies

e Ju4d there are certain men crept in unawares

e 2Tim3:6 of this sort are they which creep into houses

But, a Solemn Warning & Rebuke

Tragically, however, the invaders began to make inroads. How? The early Church began
to loosen her grip on the original Word.

Despite her exposing false apostles and hating Nicolaitanism, the Lord’s initial
commendation to Ephesus was accompanied by a serious rebuke and a solemn warning.

As long as she held fast to the Word she heard from the beginning, Ephesus was safe.
But she relaxed her grip. That relaxing opened the door to the invaders.

o Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first
love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou repent (Rev 2:4-5).

Though hard to believe, the early Church had fallen. As one translator graphically puts it,
“‘Remember the heights from which you have fallen”. From where? From the original Word.
e thou hast left There has been a departure from the original position.

thy first love  Her love is no longer what it was at the beginning.
remember Bring back to mind what was originally there, but has now gone.
from whence thou art fallen  You have fallen from where you once were.
repent (literally) turn back (= go back to what you have left)/change

your mind (i.e., she had changed her mind from the mind of

Christ which she had at the beginning (1 Cor 2:16)).
e do the first works Go back and do what you did at the beginning.
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The word of the Lord to Ephesus is crystal clear: Go back to the original. Go back to
the beginning. Though she had laboured unto weariness without giving up (Rev 2:3),
the early Church had opened a door to the enemy. At that time, it may have seemed only
a small chink, but the day would come when the door would be thrown wide open.

What was the nature of her fall? In what way had she fallen? She had left her first love.
What does that mean? How does the Bible say love for God is expressed?

o Ifye love Me, keep My commandments (Jn 14:15).

e He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me...
(In 14:21).
If a man love me, he will keep my word... (Jn 14:23).
Whoso keepeth His Word, in him is the love of God perfected (1 Jn 2:5a).
This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments (1 Jn 5:3).
this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment,
that, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. (2 Jn 6)

So, the love of God is to keep His Word, the Word delivered at the beginning. But, although
Ephesus initially held it tight, she loosened her grip. She would come to rue bitterly that she
did not cleave to every word that comes from the mouth of God.

Just like the first bride, Eve, so also the first Church bride was beguiled. Exactly as Paul
had feared, she was seduced from her original, single-minded devotion to Christ.

e | am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for | have espoused you to one husband,
that | may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But | fear, lest by any means,
as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye
have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well
bear with him. (2 Cor 11:2-4)

No wonder the cry of the Lord to Ephesus was, Go back to the beginning, back to the
original Word, the original faith. The ear of Ephesus was bending to another voice.

But, despite the Lord’s urgent warning, the Ephesus Church Age left her first love and fell.

It is not enough to labour unto weariness. Stay with the Word. The whole Word. This
alone is the measure of our love for God.

This explains why the promise to the overcomer in Ephesus is to eat of the tree of life (Rev
2:7). How was access to that tree lost (Gen 3.24)? When Eve was seduced from heeding
the Voice of God, His original Word, and listened to another voice, another word. The
Ephesian believer who stayed with the original Word overcame the wicked one (1 Jn 2.14)
and the spirit of antichrist, the spirit of error and the many false prophets (1 Jn 4.4).

The ears of the bride are only for her Bridegroom.

e Jn10.4-5 the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will
they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers.

The Consequences of Leaving the First Love:
A Progressive Departure from the Word over the Following Church Ages

Initially, the demonic flood which gained admission in the Ephesus Age did not fully achieve
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its aims. The New Testament epistles, however, show how deception would progressively
increase over the following Church Ages.

Some Shall Heed Seducing Spirits

Paul was prophetically warned that the invasion would turn some from the original faith.
(But to leave the faith did not automatically mean to leave a profession of faith.)
o Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
speaking lies in hypocrisy... (1 Tim 4:1-2a)

Deceived by Grievous Wolves & False Prophets
In what way would these invading devils and seducing sprits deceive?

Paul gives a clue in his repeated warnings of the coming demonic invasion.

o Take heed... unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God... For | know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock...
Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years | ceased not to
warn every one night and day with tears. (Acts 20:28-31)

Who are these grievous wolves? The answer is found in the words of the Lord.

e Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves... Many will say unto me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name?... and in thy name done many
wonderful works? (Mt 7:15,22)

So, the wolves are those who deceive by false prophecy and by miracles. They are not
simply preachers or teachers. They are animated by supernatural power.

Nor are they obvious enemies of the Truth. They profess to minister in the name of the Lord.
It is the Old Testament story again, deception by false prophets and lying wonders.

Seducers Shall Wax Worse and Worse

The Bible also foretells a progressive increase in the number of those deceived.
e Whereas in 1 Timothy 4.1, Paul forewarned that, "some shall depart from the faith";
e Later, speaking of false prophets, Peter said, "many shall follow their pernicious
ways" (2 P 2:2).

Furthermore, when prophesying of dangerous times in the last days (2 Tim 3:1), in
addition to an increase in the number deceived, Paul also foretold a progressive
increase in the depth of the deception (3:13).

¢ evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.

So, either the quantity of deceivers, or the quality of the deception, or both, would
become progressively greater and greater.

A remarkable illustration of the depth of the coming deception is that it would be
accompanied by lying wonders such as were wrought by the Egyptian magicians (3:8-9).

Why Deceived? By Turning from the Original Faith
Why would the Lord allow such extensive deception and remarkable wonders?
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Paul explained that, as in the Old Testament, it was because those so affected would wilfully
turn from the original faith, even though still maintaining an outward profession.
e the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (2 Tim 4:3-4)

Notice. They are not turned until they themselves first turn. This is why the later New
Testament writers repeatedly emphasise the way to defend against this demonic
invasion of deception is to stay true to the original Word.

e This second epistle, beloved, | now write unto you; in both which | stir up your
pure minds by way of remembrance: that ye may be mindful of the words
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of
us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour (2 P 3:1-2).

e Brethren, | write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which
ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have
heard from the beginning. (1 Jn 2:7)

e Letthat therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. (1 Jn 2: 24)

Jude echoed the same theme.

e |t was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once (once and for all, NKJV) delivered unto
the saints. (Ju 3)

e He reminds his readers of the words they have already heard as their only sure
defence against false doctrine (v 5,17-18).

e They are to keep themselves in the love of God. How? (Remember, the love of
God is to keep the Word.) By building themselves up on their most holy faith.
Not a truncated faith, but that faith once for all delivered to the saints, the whole
counsel of God (cp Acts 20:27) (v 20-21).

The Deception Progresses

The later epistles contain many similar serious warnings. And no wonder. At the end of
New Testament times, John warns of many antichrists (1 Jn 2:18; 2 Jn 7) and of many
false prophets animated by the spirit of antichrist and the spirit of error (1 Jn 4:3,6).
o Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. (1 Jn 4:1)

But the warnings were not heeded. The Church continued to loosen her grip on the Word.
The same battle for the Word as in the Old and New Testaments continued all through
Church history, right up to the end of the Church Age.

At that time, the awful consequences of a loosened grip on the full original Word come to
a dreadful climax in the greatest deception ever.
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END TIME DECEPTION
The Falling Away: The Great End Time Rebellion

Several verses speak of a great End Time rebellion against the Word.

2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4-3-4
Paul prophetically forewarned that professing believers in the last days would not just be
worldly but rebellious.

The warning: “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” (v1).

e This is important! This know.

o  Why? Danger is coming.

e When? In the last days.

e What danger? Professing believers would be wilfully rebellious.

In what ways will they be rebellious?

e By not merely having only a form of godliness without its reality, but also by
actively denying, rejecting/refusing, the power of godliness (3.5).

¢ By not merely not being good themselves, but by despising they who are (3.3).

e By blaspheming (3.2), i.e., actively speaking against the Truth (cp Acts 13.45; 1
Tim 1.13,20; 2 Tim 2.16-18). (Contrary to the common belief, the essence of
blasphemy in the New Testament is not the use of bad language. It is speaking
against Truth. It is usually uttered by those professing to follow the true religion.)

e By treacherously betraying (v4) Jesus and the Truth, just like Judas (Mk 14.10-
11). (A traitor professes to be fighting for one side, but is in fact fighting for the
other, just as the Jewish priests who professed to be guardians of the true Word
yet betrayed and rejected the One who came to fulfil it (Acts 7.52)).

e By fiercely opposing the Truth, like the Jewish priests at the 15t Coming (Lk 23.5).

The climax of this rebelliousness is described by Paul later in this passage.
o they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from
the truth (2 Tim 4:3-4).

They don’t leave the Church, but stay there. In fact, they take over the pulpit, heaping
up teachers who preach what they want to hear.

2 Thessalonians 2:3

The turning from the original faith Paul warned of comes to a climax (or rather, nadir) just
before the day of Christ (2 Th 2:1-3).
e Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed (v3)

This “falling away” does not mean a losing of interest in the things of God or a decline
in church attendance. The word is literally "apostasy".
¢ In a military context, this means a rebellion, revolt or mutiny; a refusal to obey
the commander's orders, but whilst still remaining in the camp. It is not a
desertion. A deserter leaves the camp.
¢ In areligious context, it means a rebellion against, or turning from, the Word, our
ultimate authority, and thus from Jesus, Who is the Word. But, as in a mutiny, such
rebels do not leave the Church. They remain in it but refuse the authority of the
Head of the Church. So, it is not the world that rebels/mutinies. It is the Church.
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Revelation 3:14-22
The final result of the rebellion/mutiny is seen in the last of the prophetic letters to the

seven churches of Asia. The letter to Laodicea covers the period just before the Lord
returns.

The end result of the rebellion Paul warned of is mirrored in the awful words of the
Lord to this church.
¢ Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. (Rev 3:20)

Remember, this is not addressed to non-church going sinners, but to the angel of the
church of the Laodiceans, i.e., to professing believers. Yet Christ is on the outside of His
own Church, trying to get back in!

This is a mutiny. The troops have not deserted; they remain in the camp, but have put
their Commander out of His own church and refuse His orders (the Word).

In fact, when Christ returns for His Church, it will be as at His 15t Coming.
e He came unto his own, and his own received him not (Jn 1:11).

What a change! At the beginning of the Church Age, the false could only get into the
Church by stealth, and even then, things could get so hot they may have to leave again.
But now it is Christ Who is outside His own Church trying to gain readmission.

No wonder Jesus questioned whether He would find the original faith on earth at his return.
e when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith (i.e., the faith) on the earth?
(Lk 18:8)

He was not asking whether He would find the outward forms and profession of faith, but
whether He would find the original faith, the faith once for all delivered to the saints,
when He came back. A solemn question indeed!

The Consequence of the Rebellion: Strong Delusion

This rebellion results in the greatest deception of all time.

We have seen from 2 Timothy 3:13 (“evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse”)
that the deceivableness of deceit would get progressively worse through the Church Age.

This deceit comes to an appalling climax at the End Time as a direct consequence of the
rebellion just described.

The situation will be dire indeed.

The deception will be without parallel. There will be an unleashing of all the deceiv-
ableness which unrighteousness is capable of. It will be so strong that Jesus said, if it
were possible, it would deceive even the very elect (Mt 24:24).

2 Timothy 4.3-4

These verses are part of a passage explicitly speaking of conditions in the last times.
They highlight the general principles of the dire consequences of turning from the Word.

Verse 4 shows the result of the turning from the Word described in verse 3.
¢ they will not endure sound doctrine (i.e., the Word); but after their own lusts shall
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they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the Truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Note the progression.
o Firstly, professed believers turn their ears from the Word.
e But, though turning from the Word, they do not leave the Church.
e They remain, not just rejecting the teaching of the Truth, but taking over the pulpit,
heaping up many teachers to tickle their ears by preaching what they want to hear.
e As aresult, because they themselves first have turned from the Truth, they are
then judicially turned to believe error, i.e., fables, falsehoods.

Both those speaking the falsehoods as well as the listeners are deceived. This is seen in
2 Timothy 3:13, which speaks of seducers (= deceivers) as both "deceiving and being
deceived". In other words, they not only deceive others, but are themselves deceived
also. They believe their own error.

But who is it that deceives them?
The Lord.

Delusion is a just, divine judgement upon those who have themselves chosen to turn
from the Word.

Scripture often speaks of God giving men over to their own ways when they refuse His
voice. Such people are then open to all kinds of deception, whether rank unbelievers
(e.g. Ro 1:28) or professing believers (e.g. Ps 81:11-12).

This is solemn indeed.
e Job12:16 The deceived and the deceiver are His.
e Ezk14:9 if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, | the
Lord hath deceived that prophet.
e |sa66:3-4 they have chosen their own ways... | will... choose their delusions.

2 Thessalonians 2.3 & 10-12
These verses explicitly refer to the time just before the Coming of the Lord.

As in 2 Timothy 4:3-4, those patrticipating in the falling away of 2 Thessalonians 2.3 as a
direct consequence suffer the deception of 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12.
e Because they received not the love of the Truth, that they might be saved
...for this cause God shall send them strong delusion that they should believe
a lie: that they all might be damned...

Note the pattern.
o Firstly, they themselves refuse the Truth.
e Then, God Himself sends a strong delusion to lead them to believe a lie.

Whether or not those referred to in 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 claim to be believers is not
specified. But professed believers are certainly referred to in verse 3, speaking of the
falling away (= the mutiny/rebellion). Only those professing to follow the Truth can fall
from it. Only those who are in an army can mutiny. And to mutiny against the Truth
opens the door to deception.

Revelation 3:17-18
Revelation 3:17-18 shows the awful consequences of Laodicea, the last Church Age,
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putting Christ out of the Church. She is so deceived, she does not even know it.
e Poor; She thinks she is rich, yet lacks the true riches, the gold tried in the fire,
i.e., true faith (1 P 1.7). How different from Smyrna (Rev 2.9)!
e Blind; She is blind, yet does not even realise it, just as,
e the Jews at the 15t Coming (Mt 15.14; Lk 6.39; Jn 9.39-41); and,
e the days of Lot (Gen 19.11), which Jesus said foreshadowed His 2"
coming (Lk 17.28).
e Naked; She is unaware she has no white raiment. What does that symbolise?
e The garment of the overcomer (Rev 3.4):
o The wedding garment (Rev 19.8);
e The garment of salvation to hide the shame of her nakedness, the lost
glory (Gen 3.10-11; Isa 61.10).

What a sorry state!

The Deception Comes to its Climax

All Deceivableness of Unrighteousness

Deception comes to its awful climax at the End Time. Jesus said it would be so great that
if it were possible (but it is not), it would even deceive the very elect (Mt 24:24).

How can the deception be so great? The answer is in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11, speaking of
the coming of the wicked man of sin,
o after the working of satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish... God shall send
them strong delusion

This clearly speaks of two superlatives.

e All deceivableness (i.e., all the deception that unrighteousness is capable of.)
There will never be a greater deception than this. It will be unequalled. Although
the devil will deceive again (e.g., Rev 20:8), there will be nothing not seen before.
There will be no greater deception than that at the End Time.

e All power (i.e., the power of satan). Even if he reveals this same power later, he
will never manifest more power. Signs, wonders and miracles will abound.

Furthermore, God Himself will send a very strong, supernatural delusion to deceive those
who rebel against His Word.

How will He do it?

Two of the most common ways, as seen already, are by false prophets and lying
wonders, especially when done in the Name of the Lord.

Old Testament false prophets frequently claimed to speak in the name of the Lord. But the
only examples of lying wonders there (Dt 13.1-3 and the Egyptian magicians), were done by
evil men openly opposed to the true God. One of the most dangerous things about End
Time deceivers is that they profess to know the Lord and do their miracles in His name.

Let us illustrate from three New Testament passages.

False Prophets & Lying Wonders in His Name

1) Matthew 7:15-23: Prophesyings & Many Wonderful Works in His Name
Although not specifying when, Jesus prophesies plainly of false prophets and lying wonders
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in verse 22.

e Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
And in thy name cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?

Notice,

e These are not isolated, limited, one-off cases.
e Many prophesy.
¢ Many do wonderful works.
e Many are their wonderful works of power.

e These prophecies and works are done by professing believers.
e They call upon His name.
e Their works are done in His Name.

2) 2 Timothy 3:8-9: Real wonders by Professing Believers

Another passage explicitly testifying of professed believers doing great supernatural signs
and wonders, that are both real and wrong, is 2 Timothy 3:8-9.
¢ Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth:
men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no
further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.

These wonders are said to take place in the last times,

From the context (2 Timothy 3:2-7), it is clear that the perpetrators professed to act in
His Name, since (among other things) they are described as,
e ‘having a form of godliness” (v5), i.e., an outward appearance of piety. They are
not atheists, agnostics or (seemingly) antagonistic to the Gospel.
o ‘lovers of pleasures more (not rather) than lovers of God” (v4), i.e., they have a
measure of love, but it is overshadowed by their love of other things.
e ‘traitors” (v4). A traitor is not a head-on opponent. He is someone who betrays
someone or something he professes to support. Judas professed to be a follower
of Jesus, but betrayed Him.

Paul warned these professing believers would resist and withstand the Truth. How? In
the same way as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, by replicating the signs,
wonders and miracles done by the true man of God, turning real rods into real snakes,
real water into real blood and producing real frogs (Ex 7.10-12; 20-22; 8.6-8). By
reproducing (at least for a while) the true signs and wonders of preachers of the Truth,
they thus could claim their alternative erroneous doctrine was confirmed and vindicated
by the real signs and wonders they perform.

Despite the similarities, there was one crucial difference between the magicians and
those Paul forewarned of.

o The Egyptian magicians most certainly did not profess to belong to the household of

faith. They were unmistakably in the enemy camp and openly opposed the Truth.

¢ Not so those Paul spoke of. Although resisting and withstanding the true
interpretation of the Word, as already shown, they profess to be true believers.
They work their wonders in the name of the true God.

3) Matthew 24: False Prophets & Lying Wonders in His Name at the End Time

Although Matthew 7:15-23 and 2 Timothy 3:8-9 do not explicitly apply false prophecy and
great signs and lying wonders in His Name to the end of the present age, there is one
passage which does, Matthew 24.
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When asked about of the signs of His coming and of the end of the age, the very first
sign Jesus spoke of was deception.
¢ And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately,
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto
them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name,
saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many. (v3-5)

It would be serious. Notice,
¢ Many deceivers.
e They come in His Name.
e Many deceived.

How do they deceive?
e By false prophecy.
o many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. (v11)
e By lying wonders; i.e., their words are “confirmed” by their works.
o false prophets ...shall show great signs and wonders: insomuch that, if
it were possible, they should deceive the very elect. (v24)

This is solemn indeed. Notice the power and extent of the deceit, both in quantity and quality.
The many deceivers include many false prophets who deceive many.

Their deceitful words are “confirmed” by many deceitful signs and wonders.

Not merely signs and wonders, but great signs and wonders.

The deception will be so strong that not only shall many be deceived but, if

possible, even the very elect would be deceived.

And among those deceived will be the professing Laodicean Church which is part of the
great End Time rebellion.

The False Prophet, the Beast & Lying Wonders

Two very evil men appear on the scene just before the 2" Coming, the false prophet and the
beast. Although the raptured believer will not see the fulness of their ministries, it is
enlightening to see how they are an extension of the same End Time deception which the
true believer witnesses at the end of the Church Age.

The False Prophet

Amidst the many false prophets at the End Time, one shall be pre-eminent. He shall sum up
in himself all the characteristics of all false prophets through all ages.

So, since End Time false prophets shall work many great signs and wonders; the miracles
of the false prophet shall be more and greater than them all.

This is attested by two passages that refer to this man.

o the false prophet that wrought miracles before (the beast), with which he
deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that
worshipped his image (Rev 19:20).

e | saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon,
and ...the beast, and ...the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils
working miracles... (Rev 16:13-14)

There is one other passage that speaks of the false prophet, Revelation 13:11-18. It too
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speaks of his miracle-working power. Here, however, he is described as the beast out of
the earth. But comparison of the characteristics of this beast with those of the false
prophet shows they are identical.
e He doeth great wonders so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on
the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the
means of those miracles which he had the power to do... (Rev 13:13-14)

The reference to the false prophet bringing fire down from heaven is very enlightening.
Why?

In Revelation 11 we read of the miraculous ministry of two End Time godly prophets/
witnesses who minister to Israel at the same time that the false prophet is active.
o These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all
plagues, as often as they will. (11:6)

Bearing in mind that power to shut heaven was given to Elijah in the days of Ahab and
Jezebel (1 K 17:1), this points to him, or someone with the same Spirit, as being one of
these two prophets. This is confirmed by the prophecy that Elijah will come before the
great and terrible day of the Lord (Mal 4:5-6).

Now Elijah not only had power to shut heaven. He was also the only man in the Bible who
brought down fire from heaven (1 K 18:36-38; 2 K 1:9-12).

How appropriate, then, if during the End Time ministry of the prophet Elijah, the false
prophet, satan’s counterfeit, were also able to copy the true by himself bringing down fire
from heaven by the same demonic power as the evil one in the days of Job (Job 1:16).

It would be even more appropriate if Moses were the second of the two prophets of
Revelation 11, who has power to perform the same miracles as Moses before Pharaoh,
turning water into blood and smiting the earth with plagues.

How fascinating if just as the Church were to meet the spirit of Jannes and Jambres, the
Egyptian magicians (2 Tim 3:8), so Israel was to meet the same spirit just before the
Lord’s return.

What a battle! The two prophets of Revelation 11 testifying to the true Word, opposed by
the false prophet resisting that Word with lies “confirmed” by the same signs and wonders
as those performed by the true prophets.

The Man of Sin (or, the Beast)
(The man of sin of 2 Thessalonians 2 and the beast of Revelation are the same.)

Not only does the false prophet work many great wonders, so also does the beast. In
fact, the beast manifests all thee fulness of satan’s wonder working power.
o And then shall that Wicked be revealed... Even him, whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders (2 Th 2:8-9).

Concerning his power and wonders, notice.
e The extent of his power - “all power”.
e The nature of his power - the word translated “power’ is used only of superhuman
power.
e The source of his power - the evil one.
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o Revelation 16:13-14 says his inspiration is an unclean, miracle-working,
demonic spirit.

o 2 Thessalonians 2:9 says it is more than an unclean spirit, it is the unclean
spirit, the evil one himself — “after the working of Satan, with all power”. He
will have all the power that the evil one possesses.

o This is confirmed by Revelation 13:2: ‘the dragon gave (the beast) his
power”. (Revelation 12:9 identifies the dragon as satan.)

The purpose of his wonders - The term “lying wonders” does not mean these
wonders are fraudulent. The literal translation is “wonders of falsehood”. The
significance of this is not that the wonders are false, but that their purpose is to
lead men to believe false teaching. The wonders are real, but are designed by
falsehood to lead men into falsehood, into the lie (2 Th 2:11).
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Summary & Conclusion:
Wonders or the Word?

Let us sum up and conclude.

From the very beginning of the Church Age there was an invasion of many seducing
spirits, antichrists, false prophets and false teachers of doctrines of demons. Just as
in Old Testament times, the spirit of error sent forth its agents to infiltrate the Church.

Furthermore, Paul warned that as time went on these seducers would go from bad to worse.

This process would reach its climax at the End Time, in other words, in our day, in the
greatest deception of all history, so great that if it were possible even the very elect
would be deceived.

As already seen, there will be very extensive false manifestations, both in word and in deed.
e Many false prophets.
e Many very powerful signs and wonders.
e Many deceived.
e These false prophecies and wonders would be done in Jesus's name.

This veritable flood of supernatural deception will resist the preaching of the true Word
by signs and wonders just as the Egyptian magicians withstood Moses supernaturally in
his day. But with one very important difference. Those who opposed Moses did not
profess to be believers. At the End Time, however, these lying wonders will be done in
the name of Jesus by those professing to be His true followers.

But, God be thanked, they will only be able to go so far. In the end their folly will be openly
exposed for all to see, just as Moses showed up the magicians, and Micaiah showed up the
false prophets in the days of Ahab.

But why does the Lord permit false prophets and false miracles in His name, causing so
many to be deceived? Surely, they cannot be blamed if deceived by such remarkable
supernatural manifestations?

The answer is absolutely fundamental. The Bible explicitly states that such things are to test
what lies in the heart of professed believers. What comes first? Wonders or the Word?
¢ If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a
sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake
unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let
us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that
dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. (Dt 13:1-3)

This is absolutely fundamental. What did Abraham say when asked by the rich man to
send back Lazarus the beggar to alert his five brothers to the torments of hell?

e They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay,
father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he
said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dead. (Lk 16:29-31)

Jesus showed the proper way to view to miracles and wonders in His reply to the
enquiry of the messengers of John the Baptist, i.e., as a confirmation of the Word.

26



e Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? Jesus answered and
said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and
see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them. (Mt 11:3-5)

How did Jesus’ reply answer John’s question as to whether He was the One sent to
announce the coming Kingdom? Why did He refer them to the works that accompanied
His ministry? Because those works were the very works which the Word associated with
the coming Kingdom (e.g. Isa 29.18; 35.4-6). So, the works and miracles were the
signposts that took them back to the Word to answer their question.

Signs and wonders, even if real, are not automatic proof that a man is of God. The evil one
and his agents can also perform real wonders. The ultimate is not wonders but the Word.

And this is the failure of the End Time professing Church. Their attitude to the Word is
the reason they will be deceived by the End Time lying signs and wonders. Because
of rebellion and refusal to hear the Truth (i.e., the Word, Jn 17:17), God Himself shall
send strong delusion and turn them to believe fictions and falsehoods.

e (the man of sin), whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders (i.e., wonders whose purpose is to promote a lie),
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe
alie (2 Th 2:9-11).

e Cp 2 Tim 4:3-4: the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables.

How to Overcome the End Time Deception:
By the Word & the Spirit

How can we overcome such a flood of supernatural manifestations?

How did Jesus Overcome?
Jesus said He had overcome the world (Jn 16:33). Let us see how He overcame the evil
one when tempted in the wilderness.

e By the Word: Despite the devil’'s tempting, despite his miraculous translation of
Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple and to a high mountain, and despite his
(misinterpreted) quoting of Scripture, Jesus overcame. How? Not by miraculous
works of power, but by the Word, “it is written, it is written, it is written” (Mt 4:1-10).

e By the Spirit: Before going into the wilderness, the Holy Ghost descended upon
Him (Lk 3:22); then, full of the Holy Ghost, He was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted (Lk 4:1). Afterwards, He returned in the power of the
Spirit to Galilee (Lk 4:14).

What was the result? The devil departed from Him (Mt 4:11). (Cp Jas 4:7)
So, how did Jesus overcome? Not by miracles. By the Word and by the Spirit.

How Do We Overcome?
The Bible says that, like Jesus, we also overcome the world. How?
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Despite the many adversaries listed by John (the spirit of error, the spirit of antichrist,
many false prophets, many antichrists), yet he could triumphantly say,
e 1JInb54 whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world

Now, if we are born of God, His seed must be in us (1 Jn 3:9). And what is that seed?
e The Word (Jas 1:18; 1 P 1:23); and,
e The Spirit (Jn 3:5; Ti 3:5).

(Since we cannot have two fathers, the Spirit and the Word must be one. And this is
exactly what the Scripture says (Jn 6:63; 2 Tim 3:16).)

So, if we overcome by the seed we are born from, then just like Jesus, we overcome by
the Word and by the Spirit.

1) By the Word

The New Testament believers of John’s day overcame the evil one by the Word.
e 1Jn2:14 young men... you, are strong, and the word of God abideth in
you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

This is exactly how Nehemiah in the Old Testament overcame the false prophets of his
day. He measured them by the Word.

2) By the Spirit
The demonic invasion of the early Church by false prophets, many antichrists, the spirit
of antichrist and the spirit of error was overcome by the indwelling Holy Ghost.
e 1Jn44 Ye...have overcome them: because greater is he that is in
you, than he that is in the world.

Who was in them? The Anointing, i.e., the Spirit (1 Jn 2:27; 3:24).

(The End Time beast will be overcome in exactly the same way.
e Rev 19:15,21 By the sword of His mouth, i.e., the Word (cp Eph 6:17).
e 2Th28 By the breath of His mouth, i.e., the Spirit (cp Jn 20:22).)

To Conclude

So, then, to sum up,
e How did Jesus overcome the world and the devil? By the Word and the Spirit.
e How does the believer overcome the world, the wicked one and the demonic
invasion? By the Word and the Spirit.

We are at the end. Be alert. No matter how great the manifestations and power, stay
with the original Word given by divine revelation.
e Gall8 though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

What is the effect on the Bridegroom of His End Time bride being indwelt by the
overcoming life of the Word and the Spirit? She overcomes Him!
e S0S6:5 Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me

These are the Laodicean overcomers, who will sit with Him on His throne.

e Rev3:21 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
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